THE REDEEMER RECORD
Vol. 116, No. 7

July 2021

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
Rev. James Erlandson, Pastor
285 North Dale Street, St. Paul, MN 55103
651-227-8295
www.redeemerstpaul.org

Tahnea Brown, Office Manager

Pastor’s Letter from Home
Dear Friends in Christ,
As we return to worship IN PERSON! this July, I am thinking
how the hymn What Is This Place (ELW #524) once again has new
meaning. It really asks the question: What is the Church? Is it a
place, or a body of people, gathered how? Over a year ago since
March, 2020 we have been literally asking this question.

What is this place where we are meeting?
Only a house, the earth its floor.
Walls and a roof sheltering people,
windows for light, an open door.
Yet it becomes a body that lives when we are gathered here,
and know that God is near.

For more than a year, as we met online via Zoom, such words
seemed strange. For we were not worshiping in one room together,
but in our separate spaces, at home or in an office, with our kitchen
tables or desks as altars. Words came onto our home screens from
as far away as Istanbul and Houston.

Words from afar, stars that are falling,
sparks that are sown in us like seed:
names for our God, dreams, signs and wonders
send from the past are all we need.
We in this place remember and speak again what we have heard:
God's free redeeming word.

So we discovered that we could do virtually everything online
that we would do in person in our worship: sing, preach, read, pray,
even receive communion and witness a baptism! But the one thing
you can't do online is be physically together and share the eucharist,
one to another. This is the great gift of being Church together, becoming One Body as we share the Word, with bread and wine. So
we celebrate this month of July and beyond, this priceless treasure
of community.

And we accept bread at this table,
broken and shared, a living sign.
Here in this world, dying and living,
we are each other's bread and wine.
This is the place where we can receive what we need to increase;
our justice and God's peace!
Welcome back, Church! But it's like we never left. Because God has
always been here with us, wherever we are - in a church, at home,
or online.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Jim Erlandson

LIVE IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS!
Live, in-person worship returned to Redeemer on Thursday,
June 24 with an outdoor collaborative worship service in our
church courtyard garden with St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran.
We commemorated the Nativity of St. John the Baptist and celebrated eucharist outside, without masks, seated on lawn chairs
and enjoying singing and refreshments.
Then, on Sunday, June 27, we celebrated our first service of holy communion indoors and in person in the church sanctuary
since March 8, 2020! We wore masks but were able to sing
hymns and do the full worship service, including receive bread
and wine (in plastic, recyclable cups).
This month of July (and other hot Sundays in the summer) we
will continue to worship live, in-person downstairs in the
church undercroft. We will sing hymns to an electronic keyboard and receive communion in plastic cups.

Please wear a face mask if you have not been vaccinated. If you have been vaccinated, a mask is discretionary
- but we know some still wish to be careful to wear their
mask even after being vaccinated. Please do not come
to worship if you feel sick, continue to wash your hands
often, and refrain from touching.
Please bring your mask and wear it to worship as we
gather. We will announce when/if it is safe to remove
masks (Minnesota hasn't reached the 70% vaccination
goal yet.
WE LIVESTREAM WORSHIP ON YOUTUBE

On Sunday, June 27 we began to livestream our worship service. You can find every worship service recorded since March
22, 2020 on YouTube videos. You can find our page at
youtube.com. Search for Lutheran Church of the Redeemer St. Paul MN ELCA. Please subscribe to that page and
you can always find us. You can also find the link to livestream
videos on our church website:
redeemerstpaul.org
Go to this Youtube page every Sunday at 10 am if you want to
watch the livestream at home. We have also set up an ongoing
Zoom meeting for coffee hour conversation every Sunday at 11
am, so that those who aren't at live in-person worship can also
have conversation. We will have a laptop set up in the elevator
lounge so people can also join the Zoom conversation from
church. The Zoom invite link was sent out by email on June 25.
See you all live, on Zoom!

JULY SCRIPTURES & READERS
We invite members and friends of Redeemer to read the appointed
scriptures for each Sunday. This is a meaningful way to prepare for worship. It also binds us to our homebound sisters and brothers who we also
encourage to read the same scriptures weekly.

July 4th

Stephanie Stoessel

July 11th

Ray Hayes

July 18th

Bonnie Hughes

July 25th

Renee Nunn
First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

July 4

Ezek 2:1-5

Ps 123

2 Cor 12:2- Mark 6:110
13

July 11

Pentecost 7

Amos 7:715

Ps 85:8-13

Eph 1:3-14

Mark 6:1429

July 18

Jer 23:1-6

Ps 23

Eph 2:1122

Mark 6:3034, 53-56

July 25

2 Kings
4:42-44

Ps 145:1018

Eph 3:1421

John 6:1-21

Pentecost 6

Pentecost 8
Pentecost 9

Gospel

THE SUMMER OF LOVE
On Saturday, June 26 The 60
Something Band played "LIVE and
IN-PERSON in the church undercroft. Organized by Pastor Jim, the
Band played hits from 1967 - The
Summer of Love! We celebrated
several of our "67" birthdays, Pastor Jim & Kim' s 35th wedding anniversary, and the end of COVID19. Kim Tann prepared a wonderful dinner, and the band played
on into the night. A splendid time was guaranteed for all - and we
did indeed! If you missed it, you can view the event on
Redeemer's YouTube livestream page.
Thank you to the 60 Something Band and to all who
celebrated with us.

Vestry on Record
JULY 2021

Our Church Vestry meeting was opened by Sybil on June 15, 2021
(postponed from regular date by a week) on Zoom with prayer and
with one member not present.
The Vestry heard a report of the energy audit and the savings to
be obtained from an upgrade to LED lighting and from improved
heating and boiler controls. The energy audit was conducted by
Enerchange during the past months for no cost to Redeemer. The
Vestry agreed to proceed with LED lighting as soon as possible, as
it will not require any additional payments by Redeemer. The costs
will be covered by savings, rebates, and current electrical payments. The audit report also suggested that similar opportunities
existed for upgrading the controls on heating, but more time was
requested to finalize the details on savings, costs, rebates and financing. The Vestry expects to learn these details by its next
meeting in July.
Pastor Jim explained the cautious steps that will be taken in order
to hold worship inside in June 27. Outdoor services were held on
June 24 and a baptism services on Jun 20. Vaccination means
greater protection, but until more people are vaccinated, Redeemer will maintain masks, physical distancing, and communion cautiously.
Tammy screen shared the May treasurer’s report. Monthly expenses exceed monthly income. Cash balance is $125000 and the
mortgage due is $78500 plus interest.
The Vestry discussed how Redeemer could see God’s work in the
Rondo Landbridge project which aims to help heal. Pastor Jim participated in a community meeting recently and members there recognized that Redeemer had an important part in the project.
Sybil adjourned the meeting at 825p and the next meeting will be
July 13 on Zoom.

FOCUS ON OUR FUTURE:

What Seems to Be Happening? What Possibilities Do
We Face?
What Are We Going to Do About It? … and most of all:
What is God up to in this?
Rev. Trudy K. Cretsinger, Theologian in Residence

We made it! We survived the pandemic – and then some.
While there were certainly a lot of very bad and negative aspects to the past year and then some, good also came out of
this experience, mostly in the form of things we learned. One
of my mentors pointed out that people do not learn from experience; they only learn from experiences that they reflect on
(because it’s in the reflecting that the learning happens). So,
what did we learn?
We learned we can do hard things
Much of what we were forced to do out of sheer necessity was
not easy. Quite a bit of it was not to our various likings or
preferences. However, we found ways to do what had to be
done. For example:
We can make changes – fast! The weeks just prior to the
shutdown in March 2020 were full of rapid-fire changes. Experimenting with individual chalices and minimal contact communion service … Figuring out how to tape worship services
and get them on-line so others could watch … Realizing that
approach would not work well with the building closed and
figuring out another way… We were also early adopters of online communion practices; other pastors and congregations
learned by watching what we did.
We can be very creative! Based on discussions that happened in the text study group I attend (on Zoom, of course,
this past year), almost all congregations were completely recording the worship service from start to finish and then having a “watch party” on Zoom (similar to those times we used a
prepared service from ELCA resources). Very few took the
approach we did of blending pre-recorded elements (like
hymns and service music) with live elements (spoken parts,
sermon, etc.). And we became even more creative as time
went on with music and images and who did what in the service.

We can learn new things at any age! Some of us knew
about and were using Zoom long before the pandemic. But most
of us (including Pastor Jim) never knew about this until the pandemic. Despite a majority of the congregation being past retirement age (and not using current technologies at work), people
did not say “I’m too old; I can’t learn this.” Instead, they kept
trying, asked for help, took chances and pushed themselves father than they might have imagined they could go.
We can recognize the presence of God everywhere and
treasure sacred spaces! When shutdown orders were relaxed
last year, I heard from a number of my pastor-friends that people in their congregations were demanding to go back into the
buildings. We recognized that, much as we treasure the sacred
space of our sanctuary, we would not be able to do many of the
things we also treasure about gathering for worship: sing, touch,
have communion like normal. So, in care for one another, we
opted to remain on-line, living out the truth that God is present
everywhere in the world – not just in the church building.
Everyone has something to offer! We used to have just a
few people leading in worship. With our own-line service format,
we learned a lot more people could be involved in roles they
might not have tried otherwise. A small group of musicians faithfully gathered to record the music each week. Several people
mastered the tech tricks to find and add visual images to the
music. Some members made a point of checking in with those
who could not access the on-line services live on Zoom or the
videos that were posted later. Coffee hour became more open,
with more people sharing stories and offering care and support
to one another. People kept up with their financial commitments.
People saw things that needed doing and stepped up to do
them.
None of these things are easy and not just any congregation
could do them – or did them. We did. These things we learned
about ourselves and our abilities will be important as we venture
into the new future God has for us in our post-pandemic world.
Be not afraid! We can do the hard things.

But as for you, continue in what you have
learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it … ~ 2 Timothy 3:14

NOTES FROM THE GARDEN

A Reflection by Diana Rankin

I never know what I am going to see or experience when I’m
working in one of Redeemer’s gardens. This year I am paying
particular attention to insect life and how insects effect the garden plants. Here are some observations from the month of
June.
The Japanese beetles are back. Those voracious little invasive
pests will work quickly to make a tattered mess of the roses in
the Courtyard. Japanese beetles were first found in the U.S. in
1916 and, as the name suggests, are native to Japan. I saw
them flying from roses to goldenrod and other plants, foraging
for desirable plants.
Today, July 1st, I saw lots of pollinator activity in the Courtyard.
I saw a honeybee on roses, a black swallowtail butterfly checking out Pastor Jim’s windows, a hummingbird moth on catmint,
a wasp I could not identify, a bumble bee, and These wonderful
creatures move pollen from a plant such as a catmint to another
catmint. Many of our garden plants also provide nectar and pollen for pollinator nutrition.
Another insect I noticed and identified in early June with Paul
Toftness’ help is the lily leaf beetle. This is a new invasive pest
from Europe and Eurasia and was first seen in the Twin Cities
last summer. The pest is hard to miss. It is a bright red beetle,
less than ½-inch long, which feeds primarily on lilies as well as
hostas, potatoes, Solomon’s seal, and lily of the valley. We first
saw it on the species Asiatic lilies near the arbor in the Courtyard and found that the stems were covered with eggs and pupae as well as beetles. They literally stripped the stems. Today I
found them on the fancier Oriental lilies.
The gardens next to the parking lot have not yet seen a lot of
pollinator activity. Most of these plants bloom later in the summer and it is still a bit early for the monarch butterflies. There is
more than enough milkweed growing there and the plants show
lots of monarch eggs. It’s time to start looking for the caterpillars.

If you visit the Courtyard Garden on a Sunday morning, take a leisurely stroll and look for both good and bad insects. I’m hoping to
see an Eastern tiger swallowtail or a Northern crescent butterfly
and it would be so exciting to see a tri-colored bumble bee or a
green sweat bee.

Eastern Tiger
Swallowtail Butterfly

Syrphid Fly on Aster

Yuck! Japanese
Beetles on the
William Baffin Rose
Syrphid Fly on
Purple Coneflower

DALE STREET CONSTRUCTION
The city's construction project to
re-do Dale Street and replace
sidewalks on the east side of
Redeemer began on June 14, and
continues at a rapid pace, with new
water, sewer, and fire hydrants already in. The project continues in
the month of July. The Dale Street
Bridge is still open, but in order to
get to the church from I-94, take
the Lexington Avenue exit going east, follow Concordia (old
Rondo) to St. Albans and turn right one block. Turn left (east)
on Carroll and you will see the church ahead of you. Coming
from the east, you can cross Dale Street at Marshall Ave., go one
block west to St. Albans, turn right and go to Iglehart, taking
another right to the church.

ISAIAH CORE TEAM NEWS
Leaders in ISAIAH continue to contact elected officials to pass
multi-racially just laws this legislative session. The major issues
this session were centered around: Child Care, Environment
(clean cars), raising revenue (taxes on those making $20,000 or
more per week) and a number of housing and mortgage protection bills among others. Leaders around the state held in district meetings with State Senators and Representatives to discuss our proposals with them. Many of our leaders here at Redeemer were leaders in those meetings as well as in legislative
public hearings on key bills.
Starting this next month, LCR leaders will begin a campaign on
the Rent Stabilization Petition that will be on the St. Paul ballot
this November along with candidates for Mayor and School
Board. This petition will cap rent increases to no more than 3%
increase per year.
If you are a renter or know someone in St. Paul who is and are
interested in this issue please let Stephanie Stoessel, Myrna Nelson or Pr. Jim know. We are looking for people to share their
story about rent increases that often push people out of their
home. Stable housing contributes to a stable community and all
people need to have safe, affordable and stable housing.
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