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Dear friends,

Pastor’s Letter from Home

With this month of December a new year in the church calendar begins.
On November 28 we observed the First Sunday in Advent, when the prophet Jeremiah promised that “The days are surely coming when God will fulfill

the promised made to the house of Israel and Judah. In those days God
will cause a righteous Branch to execute justice and righteousness; Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.”

This is the Year of Luke in our gospel readings, a gospel which contains our
most beloved stories of Jesus’ birth. In this season of Advent we will begin
with the voice of John the Baptist, crying in the wilderness, that change is
coming:

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his ways straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see
the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:4b-6)

When we come to the celebration of Christmas, we say that God’s promises
have been fulfilled in the birth of God’s Son, Jesus, the Messiah. It is a
joyful time each year as we celebrate Jesus’ birth. But even as we believe
that God’s promise is fulfilled, we are also troubled. For we know that all
righteousness and justice have been completed, and there is not yet peace
on earth, no matter what the angels sing, according to Luke. Jesus still
has powerful forces to contend with: the doubts and weaknesses of the
disciples, the power of the Romans, the corruption of King Herod’s court,
the betrayal of his friends. And, of course, there was his death on a cross.
But we also know the story of Easter, when God raised Jesus from the
dead, so that we, too, would have hope in the new life Jesus promised us:
during our lifetimes on earth and in eternal life to come.
So we begin the new church year, this Advent season, knowing that there
are many challenges ahead for us. This world does not give us much
hope, with so much sorrow and death, failed leadership, violence and hate
still running strong. The past year of this global pandemic has shaken our
faith in our own institutions, even in the Church. But we seek to remain
faithful, and find hope in the promises of God, because the promises are
still good. They still have power, seen in the power of Jesus to heal and
forgive, to inspire and lead us, and in the power of new life proven in Easter. It leads us from despair to hope, from death to life forever.
It all begins in the promise of a child named Jesus, born to give us
hope. So we prepare this Advent season to celebrate this child’s birth, but
not only that, to celebrate the promise God gives us in Jesus, and all that
his birth fulfills.

Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jim Erlandson

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
Holden Evening Prayer for the Advent, Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
December 1, 8, 15, 22 in the church sanctuary.
Holy Eucharist each Sunday in Advent at 10 am.
November 28, December 5, 12, 19 in the church sanctuary.
Lessons and Carols on the Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 19,
at 10 am.

Followed by Christmas treats in the church undercroft. Please bring a plate
of cookies or treats to share for our table if you wish.
Candlelight Eucharist on Christmas Eve, December 24 at 9:00 pm.
THERE WILL BE NO CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP AT REDEEMER.

Below are the times of Christmas Day worship at local Lutheran churches.
 Christ on Capitol Hill - 105 W University Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55103

Christmas Day, December 25, 10:30 am – O Come, Let Us Adore Lessons

& Carols for Christmas

 Saint Paul-Reformation - 100 Oxford St N., Saint Paul, MN 55104

December 25, 10:30am - with schola and instruments

The First Sunday of Christmas, December 26 at 10 am. - A liturgy of
carols with Eucharist.

DECEMBER SCRIPTURES & READERS
We invite members and friends of Redeemer to read the appointed
scriptures for each Sunday. This is a meaningful way to prepare for
worship. It also binds us to our homebound sisters and brothers who we
also encourage to read the same scriptures weekly.

Dec. 5

Jonah Hacker

Dec. 12 Sybil Harris
Dec. 19 Renee Nunn
Dec. 24 Diane Jacobson
Dec. 26 Diana Rankin
First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

Gospel

Dec. 5

Mal 3:1-4

Luke 1:68-79 Phil 1:3-11

Dec. 12

Zeph 3:14-20 Isa 12:2-6

Phil 4:4-7

Luke 3:7-18

Dec. 19

Micah 5:2-5a Ps 80:1-7

Heb 10:5-10

Luke 1:39-45
[46-55]

Dec. 24

Isa 9:2-7

Ps 96

Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14
[15-20]

Dec. 26

1 Sam 2:1820, 26

Ps 148

Col 3:12-17

Luke 3:1-6

Luke 2:41-52

ADULT FORUM
Dec. 5, 2021, 11:30 A. M. "Christmas Memories." This is your opportunity
to share your traditions how you have celebrated the season both at home and
at church.
Dec, 12, 2021, 11:30 A. M. topic: "You'd Better Watch Out, You'd Better Not Cry----." Holiday Crime Prevention." Presented by Mary Lou Knipe
Dec. 19, 2021, 11:30 A. M. Lessons and carols Sunday. Your opportunity to sing your favorite Christmas carols.
Dec. 26, 2021, 11:30 A. M. Table Top Discussions. Your opportunity to
respond to various messages.

***************************************************************
There will be an Adult Forum Planning meeting on Weds. Dec. 15, 2022 at
10:00 A. M. at the church. You are invited to attend. For more information contact Joan Foreman at 651-699-0266 or foremanjoan3@gmail.com.

Vestry on Record
DECEMBER 2021

Our Church Vestry meeting was opened by Sybil on November 9, 2021
on Zoom with prayer. The Vestry appreciates that our worship and liturgy is pastoral care and ministry. Advent season commenced on Nov 28
and we will offer Holden evening prayer on Wed during Advent. Then
Christmas Eve Service at 9p and no service on Christmas day (Sat), but
we will be informed of other neighboring church which do have services.
Then we will have service Christmas Sunday.
The Vestry appreciates with gratitude that the our worshipping community continues to be careful about covid prevention measures, including
vaccination, masks and distancing, especially during coffee hour with
only four persons per table, especially in the face of rising infections in
MN.
The Treasury has an overall balance of $142747 with mortgage due of
$70489 plus interest. The coming November report will show the adjustment for expenses related to roofing, lighting and the like approved
at the Oct 24 Congregation meeting. Arrangements have been made for
a paid custodian to support the volunteer contributions of many. The
Women of the Vestry agreed to undertake a plan to upgrade the women’s toilets from its current shabby condition.
Members of the Vestry and Elders participated in a Saint Paul Area Synod on October 16 which provided the resources for our discussion on
Nov 14 and 21 on stewardship and our future. The congregation Future
Committee will continue to meet with new members in December. And
members will begin a quarterly meeting with members of the Sunday
morning Praise Covenant Worship in the Learning Center. We also welcome Walker West for monthly rehearsal and recitals by their students in
our sanctuary.
Sybil adjourned the meeting at 834p.
The next Vestry meeting will be held on December 14 on Zoom.

Praise the Lord.
It is my hope that you all had a blessed and peaceful Thanksgiving, and
you are doing great!
I have decided to send you this message to you on behalf of the entire
church. I do believe that my testimony for what the Lord Jesus Christ is
done to me and on the eyes of the entire congregants, you deserve to
hear this and proud of the power of our Father God.
Next week, on Tuesdays, November 30th, 2021, I will be travelling to
Tanzania, Africa to say hi to my family. The family that I have never met
since 2008. Is not this a miracle? I think it is. I will be in Tanzania until
January 2022, and I will return back to U.S. to continue with normal life
and pursue my dreams.
No doubt that this is done by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, but I
want to assure each and everyone of you that God always uses people,
seasons, and places to send His messages. So, in March 15th, 2017, God
used you through the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer to redeem my
life. Your acceptance to server the Lord led you to care of me and have
love that you all gave me. I will always testify that. My every success is
attached to your generosity and love that you showed and still showing
to me.
Please never stop to give the same or more love like you did to me to
others as well.
I will always see you as part of my family, and I really love you with the
love of Jesus Christ.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a blessed happy New Year, 2022.
Karibu sana!
Sincerely,
N. Michael Mulokozi

Indigenous People’s Celebration
Sunday November 21st

THANK YOU FOR CEILING TILE PROJECT VOLUNTEERS!
Thank you to the team of volunteers who removed old ceiling tiles, painted the grid, and installed new ceiling tiles in the church undercroft, and
did the clean-up. The room is much brighter and more appealing with
this addition! Thanks to:










Joe and Ruth Belmonte
Tammy Cownie
(who organized the project)
Dave Dufresne
Paul Jacobson
Donny McKinney
Joel Michael
Bob Paddock
Dave Peterson
Kim Tann
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