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A Letter From Pastor Erlandson

"When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.

The
alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love
the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your
God." (Leviticus 19:33-34)
Dear friends,
In January 1933, after frustrating years in which no government in Germany was
able to solve problems of economic depression and mass unemployment, Adolph
Hitler was named chancellor. By playing on people's fear of communism and Bolshevism, he was able to persuade the Parliament to allow him to rule by edict
[executive order]. As he consolidated his power, Hitler abolished all political rights

and democratic processes: police could detain persons in prison without trial,
search private dwellings with a warrant, seize property, censor publications, tap
telephones, and forbid meetings. He soon outlawed all political parties except his
own, smashed labor unions, purged universities, replaced the judicial system with
his own "People's Courts," initiated a systematic terrorizing of Jews, and obtained
the support of church leaders allied with or sympathetic to the German Christians.
They took the union of Christianity, nationalism , and militarism for granted, and
patriotic sentiments were equated with Christian truth. The German Christians
exalted the racially pure nation and the rule of Hitler as God's will for the German
people. They were deceived, and later, the whole nation and world suffered.

Nevertheless, some in the churches persisted. Pastors such as Martin Niemoller
and theologian Karl Barth gathered to write The Theological Declaration of Barmen

in May of 1934. Thus the Confessing Church was founded, proclaiming the
church's freedom in Jesus Christ who is Lord of every area of life. They rejected
the false doctrine of German Christians, and proclaimed that the church obeys Jesus as God's one and only Word.
I suggest that we all read the Barmen declaration, because events today in the
United States in the past year 2017-18 are strikingly similar to 1933-34 in Germany. You can find it on Google, or read the copy posted in the undercroft. The
names and culture are different, but the sins and emotions of hate, the demonizing of classes of people (immigrants, people of color, Muslims), the methods, and
the consolidation of power under one person, are the same.

(Visit this site to read the document:
https://bit.ly/2K7kHpI )

In the recent manufactured "crisis", migrant children were separated from their
parents at the border and detained in concentration camps. In Texas. And now
in many places around the United States. People were outraged, and we spoke
up - loudly. Now, by presidential order, children will not be separated from their
parents, but will be detained with them - often in private-run, for-profit detention

centers or tent encampments - due to "zero-tolerance. It has happened before:
We have enslaved Africans on plantations and in work camps, Native American
children were sent to boarding schools, far away from their families, and Japanese-Americans were detained in concentration camps during World War II.

Do not be deceived. If we are silent, stand aside and watch, or are complicit, the
situation for immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers and the undocumented will
just get worse. Eventually, the danger will reach us. We have the responsibility
as people of faith to declare our allegiance to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who said "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and

strength, and your neighbor as yourself."

Our hope is this: we stand in faith, and have the love of God to share with others.
Jesus himself has said, "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." " I am with

you always, to the end of the age." Therefore, "Have no fear, little flock, for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jim Erlandson

A view of inside U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) detention facility shows
children at Rio Grande Valley Centralized
Processing Center in Rio Grande City, Texas, U.S., June 17, 2018. Wikipedia has
now added the detention centers to its list
of concentration camps.
(Picture: REUTERS)
Taken from www.newsweek.com

Babies and young children separated from their parents at the USMexico border are being sent
‘tender age’ camps in South Texas
(Picture: Reuters)
Taken from www.metro.co.uk

Summer Calendar
Recurring Weekly Events
Sun.

10:00 am ~ Worship
11:15 am ~ Coffee Fellowship
12:00 pm ~ Universal Life Church of God

12:00 pm ~ Praise Covenant Church
Wed.

8:00 pm ~ Courage to Change N.A.

Fri.

8:00 pm ~ Words into Action N.A.

Sat.

8:00 am ~ Siloé Church
Other Events
JULY

4th

OFFICE CLOSED

21st

8:00 am

Rondo Days Parking

22nd

11:30 am

Dorothea Burns Celebration

25th

6:00 pm

Music on the Blacktop/Songs of Hope
AUGUST

26th

10:00 am

Joint Service w/ Praise Covenant Church

ADULT FORUM
Adult Forum classes resume Sept. 9, 2018 with "God's Work-Our Hands"

There will be an Adult Forum Planning meeting Thurs. August 23, 2018, 10:00
A. M. You are invited to attend.
For more information contact Joan Foreman at 651-699-0266.

Summer Altar Servers
If you are unable to serve, please contact an elder or the church office no later than
the Tuesday of the week you are signed up to serve so that a replacement can be
found. THIS LIST IS FOR 10 AM SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES.
Deacon
July 1

Subdeacon

Reader

Tammy Cownie

Lelani Drake

Arline Satrom

Bob Paddock

Michelle
Geschwill

Land Harris

Trudy Cretsinger

Diana Rankin

Diana Rankin

Sybil Harris

Trudy Cretsinger Benjamin Cretsinger

Joel Michael

Leilani Drake

Myrna Nelson

Diana Rankin

Michelle
Geschwill

Joe Rittman

August 12

Tammy Cownie

Joel Michael

Stephanie Stoessel

August 19

Sybil Harris

Diana Rankin

Ray Hayes

Joel Michael

Tammy Cownie

Robert Hausman

Lectionary 13
July 8

Lectionary 14
July 15

Lectionary 15
July 22

Lectionary 16
July 29

Lectionary 17
August 5

Lectionary 18

Lectionary 20
August 26

Lectionary 21

HONORING DOROTHEA BURNS
Plan to join us for worship on Sunday, July 22,
when we will recognize our sister Dorothea Burns
for the many contributions she has made to our
congregation. Since joining our congregation in
1962, she has assumed leadership and service
roles over the years, and we want Dorothea to
know that her many contributions are valued. Stay
for coffee, cake and conversation in the Undercroft.

SUMMER SCRIPTURES
We invite members and friends of Redeemer to read the appointed
scriptures for each Sunday. This is a meaningful way to prepare for
worship. It also binds us to our homebound sisters and brothers who we
also encourage to read the same scriptures weekly.
First

Psalm

Reading
Lamentations
Lectionary 13 3:22-33

Reading
2 Corinthians 8:7 Mark 5:21-43
-15

Ezekiel 2:1-5

Ps 123

2 Corinthians
12:2-10

Amos 7:7-15

Ps 85:8-13

Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29

Ps 23

Ephesians 2:1122

Lectionary 14
July 15

Gospel

Ps 30

July 1

July 8

Second

Mark 6:1-13

Lectionary 15
July 22

Jeremiah 23:1Lectionary 16 6
July 29

2 Kings 4:42-44 Ps 145:10-18 Ephesians 3:1421
Lectionary 17
August 5

Mark 6:30-34,
53-56
John 6:1-21

Exodus 16:2-4,
Lectionary 18 9-15

Ps 78:23-29

Ephesians 4:1-16 John 6:24-35

August 12

1 Kings 19:4-8

Ps 34:1-8

Ephesians 4:25— John 6:35, 415:2
51

Proverbs 9:1-6

Ps 34:9-14

Ephesians 5:1520

John 6:51-58

Ephesians 6:1020

John 6:56-69

Lectionary 19
August 219

Lectionary 20
August 26

Joshua 24:1-2a, Ps 34:15-22
Lectionary 21 14-18

Rondo Days Parking Lot Ministry ~
After the great success of last 2 years,
we have again decided to do parking for
Rondo Days. This year’s celebration will
be held on Saturday, July 21st. We
are currently looking to fill 5 shifts with
16 people. Shifts last between 1 and 3
hours. Duties include set up, clean up,
greeting, taking money, selling water,
passing out parking vouchers and information about Redeemer. If you have
any questions or would like to sign up, please contact Tahnea in the church office
or there is a sign up sheet available in the church Undercroft.

Usher/Greeter Schedule at Redeemer

Summer 2018
Greeter at Parking Lot Door: Myrna Nelson

JULY
Sunday, July 1
Joel Michael (captain)
Sam Rankin
Carla Johnson
Obang Agwa
Sunday, July 8
Eric Chinquist (captain)
Sherri Chinquist
Charlene Dickerson
Lyle Nelson
Sunday, July 15
Ray Hayes (captain)
Sam Rankin
Ruth Belmonte
Joe Belmonte
Sunday, July 22
Eric Chinquist (captain)
Sherri Chinquist
Charlene Dickerson
Bob Hausman

AUGUST
Sunday, August 5
Joel Michael (captain)
Sam Rankin
Carla Johnson
Obang Agwa

Sunday, August 12
Eric Chinquist (captain)
Sherri Chinquist
Charlene Dickerson
Lyle Nelson
Sunday, August 19
Ray Hayes (captain)
Sam Rankin
Ruth Belmonte
Joe Belmonte

Sunday, August 26
Eric Chinquist (captain)
Sherri Chinquist
Charlene Dickerson
Bob Hausman

Sunday, July 29
Ray Hayes
Lyle Nelson
Joe Belmonte
Ruth Belmonte
Claude Mikkelson will serve as needed.

SONGS OF HOPE JULY 25
This years Music on the Blacktop will be on Wednesday, July
26th. Food and fellowship begins at 6:00 pm with a concert by
Songs of Hope beginning at 7:00 pm. This event is free and open
to the community. Invite friends and neighbors to join us!

Invite your family, friends and neighbors! Admission is FREE, and
creative activities, food, and games are priced for affordable fun.

Friday, July 20, 2018
from 2-8 PM
The Lyngblomsten Mid-Summer Festival offers a wonderful experience to people of all ages.
Come experience an array of:
• Make-and-take visual arts activities
• Music, dance, and theatre acts
• Games and recreational activities
• Artwork in the Arts & Lifelong Learning Showcase
• Wellness demonstrations and activities in the Wellness Lounge
• Food and Ice cream
Held on the Lyngblomsten campus at:
1415 Almond Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108
(651) 646-2941
For more information visit the official website:
www.celebratemsf.com
It's gonna be a HOT one on Friday ... so we're
moving all Festival activities indoors!

CORE TEAM NEWS
We will have some opportunities this summer to meet with our neighbors when
we open our parking lot for use during Rondo Days on Saturday, July 21 st and
during the annual Songs of Hope performance for Music on the Blacktop. These
are great times to get to know people in our community who are not part of our
congregation and to have significant conversations about the hopes and concerns
we share. Such conversations are important parts of our voter engagement efforts.
Voter engagement is about much more than encouraging people to vote on election day. This is about engaging with people in our community in deliberate conversations about our struggles and the community we’d like to see. It’s about
finding common ground and increasing participation from all parts of our community in public conversations with our elected leaders. When have these conversations beyond the elections, with the leaders we have elected, we are working together to cultivate the kind of community we want to live in … where all are welcome, no one is left out, and all share in the abundance of our resources.

We’ll also be having conversations at Redeemer over the summer weeks. Look
for more information in the Sunday service sheets as plans are just being finalized
as the newsletter is going out. In the meantime, all eligible voters are encouraged
to participate in the primary election on August 14th. Because Minnesota only
registers voters, not party affiliation, any voter may vote in the primary election.
Voters do have to decide which one party’s primary ballot to complete; they cannot vote in more than one. It is possible to vote in advance by mail. Although
Minnesota law allows for same-day voter registration, voting will be easier if the
registration is completed by July 24th. For more information, you can check the
Secretary of State’s website https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/howelections-work/primary-election/ . You can still take part in selecting the candidates for the general election in November.

In the meantime, research into the current state of affordable housing continues
as we endeavor to find possible solutions to the struggles so many on our community face in their efforts to find housing they can afford. Updated information
will be displayed on the ISAIAH bulletin board in the undercroft. We are also
watching the progress of a city-wide proposal for a $15/hour minimum wage.
The Core Team continues to meet throughout the summer on the fourth Tuesday
of the month at 7:00pm. You are always welcome to attend. Together, we can

help build a city and a state that reflects our values and addresses the
concerns of our community!

OCTOBER 32, 2017: Always Being Made New

A Monthly/Seasonal Invitation to On-Going Reformation
Rev. Trudy Cretsinger, Theologian in Residence
As summer began in earnest, we heard a couple of familiar parables from Jesus,
including the one about the mustard seed. Due to critical events on the national
front, Pastor Jim was unable to address this theme in a sermon. To everything
there is a time and a season and a purpose – and summer is a time for growing
things, so let’s review …
Jesus speaks of a mustard seed at the smallest of all the seeds. Although it might
not be the very smallest, it is fairly small as seeds go. (There are certainly larger
ones to be had.) Left to its own devices, a plant from that mustard seed will
quickly become a large, shrubby, bushy plant. Jesus describes it as big enough
birds can rest on its branches. Keep in mind a typical bird only weighs about two
ounces; the bushy shrub doesn’t have to be huge to support one.
This parable was paired with a reading from Ezekiel in which the prophet describes the restoration of Israel as God taking a small, tender twig from the top of
a lofty, majestic cedar tree. Like a mustard seed, this tender twig isn’t much to
be going forward with … it might make more sense to find a sapling ready for
transplanting growing near this lofty cedar. Bu that isn’t how God chooses to
work. God likes to start small.
Look at Abraham, whom God choose to the be the father of a great nation.
Abraham and his wife Sarah were already well along in years when God called
them to this task. They hadn’t had any children by that time, and it didn’t seem
likely they ever would. But at the ripe old ages of 100 (Abraham) and 90 (Sarah),
the two became three when Isaac was born. One child isn’t much to be going
forward with. By the time Abraham died, all he had toward the promise God made
of mighty nation of people in a land was that one son Isaac and the cave Abraham bought as a tomb for Sarah … where he was buried at the end of his life. It
wasn’t much in comparison to all God had promised, but it was a start.
As with Abraham and Sarah and Isaac, God’s new creation in Jesus started rather
small, too – just Jesus and a couple dozen close followers. That’s it … not a lot to
be going forward with once Jesus leaves the scene. However, we know how that
story worked out. How these relative few shared what they knew of God, what
they experienced of God’s ways … and the gospel just kept on spreading … right
down to our day.
God, it seems, prefers to start small. As we are all well aware,
Redeemer seems pretty small these days … which means
we are just right to be used by God. What new thing might
God be growing through us … even now?
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