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A Letter From Pastor Erlandson
Dear friends,
How far will God go to show the extent of God’s love for you and
me? How far will you and I go to show our love for God and each other?
This is the question of faith. And the answer comes in the stories from the
gospels which we hear in the season of Lent – especially in those this
month of March.
It starts with the gospel of Luke, in the parable Jesus told which is
called The Prodigal Son – The Lost Sons, or The Welcoming Father. You
know the story. A man has two sons. The younger one gets impatient at
home, and decides to leave to seek his fortune, taking his portion of the
inheritance with him. He leaves his father, his brother, his home and family behind. But he wastes it all, ending up broke and starving. He comes
home in shame, trusting that his father will take him back, but not daring
to believe it. When his father sees him approaching the house, he runs
down the road to embrace him in welcome. He brings him inside, and calls
for a party to celebrate his return. The older brother is not amused. He
had stayed at home, faithfully working in the fields. When his father asked
him to come, join the party, he refused. But his father said they must celebrate, because his lost son had been found, and come home.
This story tells us so much about ourselves, as well as about God.
It rings true to our experience, sometimes like the son who left home, but
to return seeking forgiveness. Sometimes like the older brother, who was
angry with his younger brother. Then we see the compassion and mercy
of God in the father who welcomes his wayward son home.
Then we move on to the story in the gospel of John when Mary
anointed Jesus’ feet with costly perfume, out of love for her Lord. But Judas misinterpreted her loving act, as a waste. Was it an extravagant, lavish act of love – or a waste of resources which could have better been given to the poor? We in the Church face this question all the time.
And then we come to Palm Sunday, to Holy Week, the week when
we hear once again the story of Jesus’ Passion – his suffering, his death on
a cross, and his resurrection from the dead. This is the story which truly
shows the extent of God’s love for us – his mercy, compassion, and power
to raise you and me to life, even after we have died to sin. A love so much
needed in a world so lacking in compassion, needing examples of faith and
love from God and the Church.
So join us as we gather to hear and consider these stories of love,
to relive Jesus’ Passion in Holy Week, and finally, to celebrate once more
the raising of Jesus from the dead on Easter, God’s greatest act of love.
For Christ is risen!

Pastor Jim Erlandson

March Calendar
Sun.

Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

Recurring Weekly Events
10:00 am ~ Worship
11:15 am ~ Coffee Fellowship
12:00 pm ~ Universal Life Church of God
12:00 pm ~ Praise Covenant Church
7:00 pm ~ Senior Choir
8:00 pm ~ Courage to Change N.A.
6:30 am ~ Prayer & Meditation A.A.
8:00 pm ~ Words into Action N.A.
8:00 am ~ Siloé Church
Other Events

1st
2nd
3rd
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
13th
14th
16th
20th
21st
23rd
24th

25th
26th
27th
30th
31st

5:30pm
7:00 pm
11:00 am
11:30 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:30pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
5:30pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
11:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
6:30pm

Project Home Move –In
Soup Supper
Lenten Worship
Womens Guild
Congregational Meeting
Anti Racism Taskforce Meeting
MN Renaissance Choir Rehearsal
Elders Meeting
Soup Supper
Lenten Worship
Happy Seniors
Ice Age II Movie Night
Girl Scout Sunday
MN Renaissance Choir Rehearsal
Soup Supper
Lenten Worship
Palm Sunday
MN Renaissance Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal
Maundy Thursday Service
Brunch served by Womens Guild
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday & Stabat Mater
Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday Service
Choir Rehearsal
60’s Band Rehearsal

March Altar Servers
If you are unable to serve, please contact an elder or the church office
no later than the Tuesday of the week you are signed up to serve so
that a replacement can be found.
March 6

Deacon

Subdeacon

Lent 4

DeAnne Hilgers

Leilani Drake

Reader

Acolyte

Mary Lou Knipe

Jack Sprung

March 13

Deacon

Subdeacon

Lent 5

Michelle Geschwill

Joann Conroy

Reader

Acolyte

Jon Olson

Neal Caerwyn

March 20

Deacon

Subdeacon

Palm Sunday

Joel Michael

Michelle Geschwill

Reader

Acolyte

Hilary Ziols

Jared Geschwill

Thurifer

Crucifer

David Tannen

Ali Michael

Bannerbearers

Torchbearers

Obang Agwa &
March 24

Deacon

Subdeacon

Maundy Thursday

Tammy Cownie

Joann Conroy

Reader

Acolyte
Ali Michael

March 25

Reader

Good Friday

Jon Olson
Crossbearers

Acolyte

March 26

Deacon

Reader #1

Easter Vigil

Joel Michael

Lance Harris

Reader #2

Reader #3

Sybil Harris

Diane Jacobson

Acolyte
Bob Paddock
March 27

Deacon

Subdeacon

Easter Sunday

Tammy Cownie

Trudy Cretsinger

Reader

Acolyte

Leilani Drake

Theodore Strommen

Thurifer

Crucifer

Robert Paddock

Ray Hayes

Torchbearers

Bannerbearers

Michelle & Jared Geschwill Sandy & Lorance/Corey Wills
Belltree
LENTEN MIDWEEK WORSHIP
We will gather at 5:30 pm each Wednesday during Lent for Soup Supper in
the undercroft, and at 7:00 pm for Lenten Evening Prayer in the church
sanctuary. The theme for Lent this year is Continuing in the Covenant of
Baptism. Each Wednesday evening we will explore one of the promises we
make in the affirmation of our baptisms, in the Service of Evening Prayer
at 7:00 pm, and in guided conversation, “Table Talk” at 7:30 pm in the
undercroft. The dates and themes are as follows:
Wednesday, March 2, 7:00 pm

“To Proclaim the Good News of God in Christ Through Word and Deed”
Luke 24:44-49

Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 pm

“To Serve All People, Following the Example of Jesus”
John 13:31-35
Wednesday, March 16, 7:00 pm

“To Strive for Justice and Peace in All the Earth”
Micah 6:6-8

Acts 10:34-43 or
Isa 65:17-25

March 27

Easter Sunday

Easter Vigil
Ps 118:1-2, 14-24

Acts 10:34-43

1 Cor 15:19-26 or

John 20:1-18

Rom 6:3-11

Heb 10:16-25 or

March 26

Ps 22

Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9

Isa 52:13—53:12

Good Friday

March 25

Maundy Thursday

1 Cor 11:23-26

Luke 22:14—23:56 or

John 12:1-8

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

John 20:1-18

Luke 24:1-12 or

John 18:1—19:42

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Exod 12:1-4 [5-10] 11- Ps 116:1-2, 12-19
14

Phil 2:5-11

Phil 3:4b-14

2 Cor 5:16-21

Gospel

March 24

Phil 2:5-11

Ps 126

Ps 32

Second Reading

Luke 23:1-49

Isa 50:4-9a Phil 2:5-11

Isa 43:16-21

Josh 5:9-12

Psalm

Palm Sunday

March 20

Lent 5

March 13

Lent 4

March 6

First Reading

We invite members and friends of Redeemer to read the appointed scriptures for each Sunday. This is a meaningful way
to prepare for worship. It also binds us to our homebound sisters and brothers who we also encourage to read the same
scriptures weekly.

MARCH SCRIPTURES

HOLY WEEK AT REDEEMER - 2016
March 20th - 27th

Palm Sunday - March 20th, 10 am
The season of Lent ends, and Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (also
observed as Passion Sunday), March 20th. We will start with the Blessing
& Procession with Palms in the Learning Center at 10 am, then process
into the church sanctuary. Our custom is to hear the Reading of the Passion (According to St. Luke, this year) in place of the sermon.
Maundy Thursday - March 24th, 10 am & 7 pm
Today we hear Jesus’ commandment (mandatum) to love one another.
We remember Christ’s sacrifice of love at the Lord’s Table, and how he
washed his disciples feet, followed by the stripping of the altar.
Good Friday - March 25th, 7 pm
We hear the story of Jesus’ Passion on the cross in John’s gospel, and a
setting of the Stabat Mater by Antonio Caldera, with choir and orchestra.
Easter Vigil - March 26th, 7:00 pm
We gather in vigil to light the Paschal candle, hear the ancient stories of
faith, affirm our baptisms and celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter.
(with St. Paul Reformation Lutheran here at Redeemer)
Easter Sunday - March 27th, 10 am
We celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord with a festival Eucharist.
Easter Breakfast at 8:30 am

MUSIC NOTES
I was recently asked about “chant”: where it comes from, why we sing it,
and why it seems harder than normal hymns.
Chant developed from monks and nuns singing in the monastic
communities of the early church. We know that there was also singing in
the early Christian churches, and we can assume it was chant-like. But unfortunately, no one really knows what the earliest church singing was like.
In the 590s pope Gregory the Great helped to standardize the singing practices in the Catholic world (Western European). The idea was that churches
and monastic communities would develop more consistent styles of singing
(chanting) and therefore the Catholic church would be more unified in practice. However, the Catholic church was--and even today arguably still is—
much more concerned with choral and priestly leadership than with congregational singing. That is to say, the musical reforms instituted be Gregory
were largely for the church leaders and choirs. The style of singing Gregory
helped to reform became known as “Gregorian Chant.”
Gregorian chant is characterized by music being led by the words.
The words are more important than the music. And the words are quite often excerpts from the psalms and bible verses. They are in Latin, have little
or no meter, and do not rhyme. So the chant melodies tend to “flow” and
“wander” and are often melismatic (one syllable with many notes). Even
hymns (metered, rhyming, devotional poems meant for singing) were often
set to chant melodies, like O Come, O Come Emmanuel and Of the Father’s
Love Begotten. These two hymns are in our Lutheran hymnal and demonstrate how chant melodies can be harmonized and arranged to suite a traditional hymn text.
For the rest of the middle ages chants continued to develop slightly,
but fundamentally remained unchanged: unison melodies meant to be sung
by a group (usually priests, choirs, or monastic communities). When Luther
introduced the German Mass—the Eucharistic service in the vernacular (the
language of the people instead of Latin)—he kept the chanting of the liturgy. The only change he made was to switch the language. Many of Luther’s
hymns are based off of chants. He recognized that the Catholic church
passed on a musical treasure that he was eager to adopt. One such hymn
is Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands (ELW 370). Luther adapted both
the chant melody and the genesis of the text from the ancient chant sequence Vichtimae Paschali Laudes, which incidentally, is also in our hymnal
(ELW 371). Look them up and compare the words and melody. You will notice Luther’s “tune” is very chant-like. There are no measures, for example,
and the abundance of quarter notes are essentially no different from the
stemless notes of the Victimae.
CONTINUED . . .

As the centuries rolled by Protestants chanted less and less. Chant
was never sung wholesale by congregations anyway. It is still usually
sung by trained singers because of the complexity of long phrases, flowing lines, and melismatic text underlay. If you find yourself singing chant
at Redeemer on a Wednesday night or Sunday morning, keep in mind you
are joining an ancient practice. You are singing with saints who have
gone before you for centuries and entering into a mystical experience.
Whether or not it is “easy” is not relevant. You are invited into the song
regardless of your skill level. You can simply listen, or sing. Chant is an
open invitation. Enter as you will, and as you feel called.
Sincere blessing to you this Lent.
Jon Strommen Campbell, Music Director
ADULT FORUMS
Dr. Joe Rittman will continue his four week series: "God's Mission
Statement: Good News to the Poor" (Luke 4: 16-21)
March 6, 2016 9:00 A.M. "What Is Being Poor? What Do We
See When We See It? Do We Believe the Statistics?"
March 13, 2016 9:00 A.M. "Where Does Being Poor Come
From? Is It Demonic, Bad Choices, Violation of Human
rights? Will It Always Be With Us?"
March 20, 2016 9:00 A.M. "What is Our Congregation's Take On
It? What About Transformation? "
March 27, 2016 Happy Easter! No class today.
Join in the conversation on poverty and what should be the Christian response!
************************************************************
There will be an Adult Forum planning meeting Thursday March 17, 2016
at 10:15 A. M. in the church library. You are invited to attend. For more
information contact Joan Foreman at 651-699-0266.
************************************************************
MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
Midweek Bible study will resume Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 2:00 P.M. in
the library led by the Rev. Robert Hausman. The topic will be announced.

ISAIAH CORE TEAM NEWS
During Lent, at our Wednesday services, we’ve been focusing on the five
promises we make when we affirm our baptism. The last of these is to
strive for justice and peace in all the earth. The work we do with our
partners in ISAIAH is one of the ways we live out this promise as we strive
to move our community a little closer to the vision of justice and equity
that we read about in scripture, that we hear in the good news announced
by Jesus, in the vision of God’s promised future.
On February 3rd, a number of Core Team members attended the Saint Paul
City Council meeting at which the council authorized the creation of a task
force to study how Earned Sick and Safe Time for all employees might be
enacted on a city-wide basis. Members also stood with several council
members and other speakers from the community at a press conference
after the meeting. (You may have read about this event in the Pioneer
Press or heard about it from other news sources.) Soon the council will be
announcing the members of the committee. While it’s a significant first
step, there’s a long way to go before all workers in Saint Paul have the
basic benefit of paid time off when they are sick or when they need to care
for family members who are ill.
The road ahead was very much in view at the Saint Paul Caucus meeting
later in February. We spent time talking about and writing draft letters for
publication in the various papers. A few of these have already been published. Anyone can be part of the effort to keep the conversation public
and positive. We anticipate there will be push back against this proposal …
that it’s impractical, bad for business, unnecessary. But as people of faith,
we believe every person is beloved in the sight of God and endowed with a
basic dignity having been created in the image of God. When people must
choose between going to work sick or going without the pay they need to
eat, that denies their basic dignity and value. When a victim of domestic
violence must choose between taking the time to access the services that
can shelter and protect her or the employment that provides the resources
she needs to escape from her abuser, that denies her essential dignity and
worth.
When we speak up for the dignity and worth of all people in our community, we are keeping the promise we made to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth. So write your thoughts to the papers … come to public
meetings … participate in opportunities for public comment. The next caucus meeting is Thursday, March 3rd; ask any Core Team member for details. Our next meeting is Thursday, March 10th.

WOMENS GUILD
Will meet Thursday, March 3rd at 11:00 am. Hostess Myrna Nelson will provide
coffee and dessert. Bring a sandwich or salad.
The Women’s Guild will also serve a delicious brunch after the 10:00 am service
on Maundy Thursday, March 24th. Come for egg bake, fresh fruit, juices, various
breads and fellowship. Free will offering.

EASTER GARDEN
Flowers will be $20 this year and order forms can be
found in the Undercroft and the back of the sanctuary.
The due date for ordering flowers is
Monday, March 14th

The 60 Something Band "Rock'n'Roll" Party 2016!

Celebrate Jim's 62nd Birthday Party with The 60 Something Band in a
"Rock'n'Roll" Party on April 1st, 2016! We'll eat at 6:00 pm, then tune
up the guitars and drums for some 60s rock'n'roll at 7:00 pm - two
hours of high-energy rock! Bring your dancing shoes! All in the Undercroft Club at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. Good food, drinks, music, dancing and fun! April Fools Day - how appropriate!

Band rehearsals will be on Wednesday, March 31st at 6:30 pm and also
at 5:30 the day of the party.

ONCE UPON A MARDIS GRAS NIGHT …
On Tuesday, February 9th, fourteen Redeemerites gathered around desserts and scripture and began to brainstorm ideas for the future. Some
looked at community, both inside and outside our church walls, and how
we might create better connections. Others looked at the building and
property, how we might better use what we have and what needs attention in the near term. A third group looked at worship services and how
we might enhance the experience for long-time members and for newcomers. The ideas from this meeting will be shared with the Vestry.
Watch for more information on how to contribute later this month.
MOVIE & DISCUSSION EVENT

Ice Age: The Meltdown
Friday, March 11th at 7:00pm

The original herd from the first Ice Age movie – Manny the moody mammoth, Sid the goofy sloth, and Diego the sly saber-toothed cat – is back
for more hilarity and hijinks. This time they’re joined by the small family
of Ellie, Crash and Eddie. It’s always hard for an existing community to
incorporate new members. The struggles between the original herd and
the new members are played largely for comedic laughs in the movie
whereas in real life such struggles aren’t often funny. But by laughing
with the animal characters, we might be able to laugh at our own awkward encounters. When we can relax a bit on this subject, we might be
open to an honest exploration of what makes it hard to include new people in our midst and what we might do differently with visitors and newcomers in our midst. You don’t need to have seen the first Ice Age movie (or any Ice Age movie) to enjoy this one. The animation features the
voice of Ray Romano, Queen Latifah, Denis Leary, and John Leguizamo.

To add to the experience, we’ll be sharing this event with our
guests from Project Home!

Project Home
Tues., March 1 – Fri., April 1, 2015.

Once again, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer will be hosting guests
from Project Home during the season of Lent. This is truly a community effort for Lutheran Church of the Redeemer and there are plenty of
volunteer opportunities available to fit everyone’s time and talents, including:
 Evening hosts (2 adults minimum) – 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Spend 3 hours in the evening hosting our guests – setting out
snacks, playing with the kids, and visiting with the parents.
 Overnight hosts (2 adults minimum) – 8:00 p.m. – 7 a.m.
Sun. – Thurs. and 8 p.m. – 9 a.m. Friday and Saturday. Stay
overnight in one of the host sleeping rooms, set out a light breakfast, and do a quick cleanup in the morning.
 Weekend breakfast – bring in the fixings and make a hot breakfast
for our guests to share on Saturday or Sunday morning. (You can signup online or at the Project Home volunteer table; for more information,
contact Ruth Belmonte, 651-647-1804 or rbelmonte@q.com)
 Donate a snack – prepare a healthy snack or special treat to
share with our guests which can be dropped off at the church anytime.
There are several ways to sign-up as a Project Home volunteer:
1. Sign up on the calendar at the Project Home volunteer table in
the Undercroft.
2. Online at Sign-Up Genius using this shortened web address:
http://bit.ly/1ZAoPyq
3. Contact Ginny Yingling (651-7314420; ginny.yingling@gmail.com).

Thank you very, very much!!!
Ginny
Coordinator, Project Home at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

LYNGBLOMSTEN
Second Sunday Concert
March 13th - 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Newman-Benson Chapel at Lyngblomsten
(1415 Almond Avenue, St. Paul 55108)

Featuring Harpist Andrea Stern, a musical performance from MacPhail
Center for Music. Harpist Andrea Stern has performed with chamber ensembles and orchestras in the United States and abroad. She was principal
harpist with the Maracaibo (Venezuela) Symphony and with the Minnesota
Opera. Her eclectic tastes range from The Beatles to Bach and from Celtic
to classical. Stern is a harp instructor at MacPhail Center for Music and the
St. Paul Conservatory.

Join us for a special evening as we celebrate and support the power of
community for older adults.
Friday, April 15, 2016 at Vadnais Heights Commons
655 East County Road F, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Free surface parking. Transportation from Lyngblomsten is also available.
Individual - $100 per person ($58 tax-deductible)
Table of 8 - $1,000 ($617 tax-deductible)
VIP Party Table for 8 includes 2 bottles of wine and priority seating
Table of 10 - $1,250 ($760 tax-deductible)
VIP Party Table for 10 includes 3 bottles of wine and priority seating
RSVP by April 8, 2016
To order tickets, visit: http://bit.ly/1QVFCY7

LENT AND EASTER AT REDEEMER – 1905-TODAY
Diana Rankin
“But we’ve always done it that way!” Not true when talking about how Redeemer has observed Lent, Holy Week, and Easter in its 125-year history.
A survey of how we’ve observed this holy season as described in the Redeemer Record shows changing customs, when and how often Holy Communion or the Eucharist was offered, and increased emphasis over time on
observing Holy Week and the Triduum.
What we know begins in 1905 when The Record was first published and
Oscar C. Kreinheder was pastor. There were no midweek Lenten services,
but the regular Sunday evening services were focused on Lent. This practice seems to have continued until Paul Lindemann was called and midweek services, beginning with Ash Wednesday, became the norm. In 1930,
Pastor Lindemann held Lenten Evangelistic Services on Wednesday evenings to attract the unchurched; the choir sang at all of the services.
Mardi Gras or Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday) was first
celebrated in 1935 with “An Evening of Worship in Music,” featuring choir
and organ music by Bach, Handel, Dubois, Brahms, Mendelssohn, and
Guillmant and the collection dedicated to the Church Decorating Fund.
More recent observations include talent shows, pot luck or other food
(though I don’t recall pancakes), and even discussions about Redeemer’s
future.
In 1925 the Synodical Conference of Lutheran Churches in St. Paul began
holding noon-day services during Holy Week at the Metropolitan Theatre in
downtown St. Paul. These became “an annual institution” with downtown
store windows decorated to publicize them. By 1950 the services had
moved to the Ryan Hotel. At some point they were held every Wednesday
noon and by 1965 they had moved to Donaldson’s Golden Rule in downtown St. Paul.
Confirmation moved back and forth between Palm Sunday and Pentecost.
In 1905 it was held on Palm Sunday with public examination of the catechumens on the prior Sunday evening. In 1910 it was held on Pentecost,
but then moved back to Palm Sunday once the congregation was settled in
the new church. By 1950 Pentecost had become the norm.
Ash Wednesday is first mentioned in 1925, but merely as the first of weekly
Wednesday evening Lenten services. In 1930 Holy Communion was celebrated at both the Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services. In 1935
the sacrament was also offered on the Wednesday of Holy Week “to divide
the large number of communicants during Holy Week.” By 1940 there were
Maundy Thursday services in the morning and the evening with Holy Communion at both.

Good Friday does not appear to have been observed until 1915 with a
noon-day devotional service and Holy Communion that evening. We don’t
know much else about this service until 1945 when there was a 3-hour
service at noon on the seven words from the cross as well as an evening
service similar to those on Wednesday evenings.
Lent/Easter has often been a time for special, sacrificial offerings. In 1915
the congregation contributed $765.22 in the Special Easter Offering for
the Church Debt Fund. Lenten Self-Denial Banks were distributed for
many years.
Lent also became an opportunity for bringing in the unchurched. In 1920
the International Walther League conducted a church-wide Mission Endeavor. Redeemer conducted a house-to-house neighborhood canvass,
purchased weekly ads in The Week in St. Paul (a magazine placed in hotels and on trains) and neighborhood newspapers, and placed advertising
in streetcars and placards downtown. The intent was to attract “the religious drifters of the city.” In 1930 Pastor Paul Lindemann held Lenten
Evangelistic Services on Wednesday evenings to attract the unchurched.
On Palm Sunday evening he held a “rousing service of personal and congregational rededication.” This Reconsecration service continued for several years.
Easter Sunday, of course, has always been festive. Under Pastor Kreinheder Holy Communion was celebrated on Easter Sunday and the choir led a
special Song Service in the evening. The Easter service was so popular by
1925 that it was necessary to print 2,700 copies The Record’s Easter edition. Two services were held in the morning, filling the church twice. In
1945 Redeemer’s 3 choirs (100 voices), having already sung at least 1 and
as many as 3 morning services, presented an Easter Song Festival in the
evening.
Today’s practices associated with Lent, Holy Week, and Easter began in
1960 under Pastor Reuben Langhans’ leadership. This was Redeemer’s
first exposure to a Solemn High Choral Eucharist with Celebrant, Deacon,
Subdeacon, Preacher, Crucifer, Torchbearers, Acolytes, and a full choir.
The later service at 11 was described as the traditional Festival Worship
“so well-known to Redeemerites and the many friends of this congregation.”
That same year Pastor Langhans also introduced Redeemer to what we
know today as the Easter Vigil. The usual 9:45 a.m. Sunday School service
became the Sunday School Baptismal Service. It included the children
gathering in the assembly hall (i.e. the Undercroft), lighting the New Fire,
blessing the Paschal Candle, and processing into the sanctuary. Once assembled the Paschal Proclamation was chanted and the Baptismal Font
blessed.

Pastor Langhans used The Record in 1965 to describe the “season of preLent” which began the 9th week before Easter. The Alleluia was buried (we
don’t know how, other than not sung) on the Saturday before Septuagesima Sunday which occurred approximately 70 days before Easter. Then Sexagesima, Quinquagesima, and Quadragesima Sunday (60, 50, and 40 days
before Easter respectively) followed. Pastor Langhans writes that “the
whole tone of the liturgy changes from the radiant joy of the Sundays after
Epiphany to a somber tone.” The Gloria was sung only on feast days during
this time and the liturgical color changed from white to violet.
During Lent 1965, Redeemer began offering Holy Communion weekly at
both Sunday morning services as well as on Ash Wednesday, Monday/
Tuesday/Wednesday during Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, and saints’ feast
days. The Sacrament was celebrated at all 4 of the Easter Sunday worship
services (6, 8, 9:45, and 11 a.m.).
In 1970 Pastor Langhans referred to the evening Good Friday service as
Solemn Vespers. It included the Good Friday rite with chanting of the Passion According to St. John, the Bidding Prayers, and anthems by the Senior,
Junior, and Tiny Tots choirs.
Additional changes occurred in 1975, including Imposition of Ashes,
Wednesday morning services at Redeemers Arms (now Dale Street Place),
and corporate reading of the Passion History and special choir music at
Wednesday evening services.
By 1980, Redeemer’s membership had declined to 534. Pastor Arnold Heumann added the Palm Sunday Procession with Palms and a dramatic reading of the Passion, stripping of the altar at the Maundy Thursday morning
service, and Footwashing with the Eucharist in the church Undercroft that
evening. The congregation sat at tables and the sacrament, using a loaf of
bread rather than wafers, was distributed from person to person.
In Redeemer’s 100th Anniversary year (1990), Pastor Dann Chapman followed what had become routine. The only change was to observe the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday. In 1995 Pastor James Erlandson led Redeemer in the Good Friday Tenebrae Service and in 2000 a Children’s Event
was added to the Good Friday schedule.
As you see, we haven’t always done Lent, Holy Week, and Easter in the
same way. Changes in the basic liturgical outlines reflect the Church’s
changing understanding of and emphasis on historical liturgical forms and
how they aid us in our Lenten discipline and Easter joy. There are also the
minutiae of how many services are held and at what hour, what music is
sung and played, and how the church is “decorated.” Then there is the
question of how we encourage sacrificial giving. In the end, however, none
of these things are essential to the basic truth: Jesus Christ was crucified,
died, and was buried and, on the third day, rose from the dead.

Redeemer Record, March 1926
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