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Pastor’s Letter
Pastor’s Letter

“O living Breath of God, wind at the beginning upon the waters;
O living Breath of God, bearing the creation to wondrous birth:
Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out your gifts abundant.
O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit, breathe in us as we pray.”
(Hymn #407)
Dear friends,
The hymn above is based on a Swedish folk tune Varvindar Friska
which is well known in Sweden. The original words speak of spring and
the winds that blow breezes to warm the earth. Farmers would let their
animals into mountain pastures to graze, and young lovers would meet.
It’s a well-known tune in Sweden, sung to welcome spring and the
approaching summer. The hymn was written first in Spanish by Osvaldo
Catena in 1979, translated by Gerhard Cartford in 1998, as a hymn for
Pentecost, and now is in our hymnal.
So, this Sunday, June 5th, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. We are all familiar with the story of that first
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit blew among the disciples who were waiting
in fear inside a room in a house in Jerusalem. The unexpected gift which
they received was the ability to speak in languages they had never learned,
in order to communicate the good news of Jesus’ resurrection, and the
promised free gift of life, in the native languages of people who had
gathered in Jerusalem from many countries and regions to celebrate
Shavuot (originally a harvest festival, later to commemorate the giving of
the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai).
As with many festivals, Christians transformed Pentecost into a new
kind of celebration of the gifts of God - given through the Holy Spirit. It is
not as well known as most of our other festivals (like Christmas, Epiphany
and Easter, for example), but it is remembered as “the birthday of the
Church” - as the Spirit empowered disciples with many gifts of God to bear
witness to the good news.
This is why we continue to celebrate Pentecost today - not only on
one day, but for a whole season - until the season of Advent begins, four
weeks before Christmas! It’s not only to recall what happened one day in
ancient Jerusalem. We celebrate the gifts of God which are varied, as they
come to each one of us, through the Holy Spirit - even when we are
unaware, or they are unused. As we move into the season of Pentecost,
the stories in the New Testament teach us about the variety of gifts of the
Holy Spirit given to us, as individuals and the Church, through faith. They
include: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, generous giving,

diligence in leadership, cheerfulness in compassion. (Romans 12:3-8)

There are many gifts, and we each have some of them. What are your
gifts? How will you use them?
Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jim Erlandson

JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
•

Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 10 am - We celebrate “the birthday
of the Church” and the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Redeemer Choir
leads worship for the last time for the summer. Thank you to
Music Director Erik Krohg. We also welcome our new members:
Dominick Bueno and Rosann Rissland.

•

Sunday, June 19, 10 am - We will commemorate in worship the
Emmanuel Nine (the martyrs who died in 2015 at Mother
Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina) and
celebrate Juneteenth, the Emancipation of African-Americans from
slavery in 1865, a federal holiday. We also bless all men on this
Father’s Day.

Every Sunday our 10 am worship is in-person, and live
streamed on YouTube.
COMING EVENTS
•

Amy Erlandson/Ben Kerswell wedding, July 2 at 3:30 pm Redeemer friends are welcome to attend the ceremony. Family
reception is by invitation.

•

Songs of Hope will be back! Save the date - Thursday, July 28,
at 6:00 pm.

Vestry on Record
June 2022

Our May Church Vestry meeting was opened
at about 700pm by Sybil on May 12, 2022 on
Zoom with prayer. The Vestry thanks rdthe
Congregation for masking until June 3 ,
when the Choir takes a summer break. Then
we can consider what next, as we will open
windows and run the fans whenever a
gathering takes place.

The Treasury at the end of April had an
overall balance of $80023 with $60596 remaining due on our mortgage and
$27684 due for roof repairs and lighting. Expenses in April exceeded giving for
an operating cash balance of $12700 of which $6700 is for dedicated
funds. Rental receipts totaled $1335. Overall our financial situation is still
good, especially as we will not have to pay for utilities again like we did this
past cold April.
The Vestry thanks the Redeemer members for their participation in the
Redeemer and Walker West recital on May 14, and for their support for the
Saint Paul Area Synod Planting Hope/East Side Campaign, our new piano and
for Project Home.
The Vestry also thanks Diane Rankin for her help and care for the new
landscaping along Dale St. They also look forward to this summer’s Healing
Garden again.
Sybil adjourned the meeting at 755p.
The next Vestry meeting will be held on June 14, 2022 on Zoom.

JUNE SCRIPTURES & READERS
We invite members and friends of Redeemer to read the appointed
scriptures for each Sunday. This is a meaningful way to prepare for
worship. It also binds us to our homebound sisters and brothers who
we also encourage to read the same scriptures weekly.

June 5

Ruth Belmonte

June 12 Myrna Nelson
June 19 Renee Nunn
June 26 Diana Rankin

First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

Gospel

June 5

Acts 2:1-21 Ps 104:24or Gen
34, 35b

Rom 8:1417 or Acts

John 14:817 [25-27]

June 12

Prov 8:1-4, Ps 8
22-31

Rom 5:1-5

John 16:1215

June 19

Isa 65:1-9

Ps 22:19-28 Gal 3:23-29 Luke 8:2639

June 26

1 Kings
19:15-16,
19-21

Ps 16

Gal 5:1, 13- Luke 9:5125
62

ADULT FORUMS resume Sept. 18, 2022 after our "God's Work,
Our Hands" program September 11, 2022. There will be an Adult
Forum Planning meeting on Weds, August 17, 2022 at 10:00 A.
M. at the church. You are invited
to attend. For more
information contact Joan
Foreman at 651-699-0266
or foremanjoan3@gmail.com

BENEFIT FUNDRAISER FOR THE BABY GRAND PIANO
Join us for The 60 Something
Band show on Saturday, June
11, 2022 at 6:00 pm food/7:00
pm music and dancing. Music
from 1968 by the Beatles,
Rolling Stones, Steppenwolf, the
Box Tops, Rascals, Monkees,
Troggs, and more! Free
admission. Benefit for new
Brodmann baby grand piano at
Redeemer, all donations
gratefully accepted.

We have received $2,340 as of 6.1.22!
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