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A Letter From Pastor Erlandson  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Question: WHO IS WELCOME AT THE LORDôS TABLE? 
This year the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, through our Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton, has invited all ELCA congregations to hold discussions regarding how 
we extend our invitation to baptism and to holy communion.  In response, we held an 

adult forum and two discussions in April regarding ñWho is welcome at the font and 
table?ò  We have found that practices vary throughout the Church.  In our conversa-

tions, we discussed our Affirmation of Welcome, by which we welcome all persons to 
be part of our worship and faith community.  People also shared how they felt wel-

come, and unwelcome, in worship at other churches.  Most of us have had an experi-

ence when we have been ñuninvitedò from holy communion, when we visit some 
churches of different denominations or other Lutherans (not ELCA).  To be 

ñunwelcomeò at our Lordôs Table has been an awkward, unpleasant experience for 
those of us who are baptized Christians.  The truth is, we have all felt unwelcome 

somewhere. We canôt afford to let this happen. 
 For years our invitation to receive the eucharist has been to ñall baptized per-
sons who believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in the bread 
and wine of Holy Communion.ò  But what if you donôt understand, or believe this?  Af-

ter these discussions within the congregation and among the Board of Elders, we are 

experimenting with new wording, to be consistent with our Statement of Welcome.  
You will notice in our Sunday service sheet that we have added to our welcome to visi-

tors statement an invitation to speak with a pastor if they are interested in baptism.  
We have also changed the invitation to communion.  It now reads: ñWe believe that 
the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine of Holy Commun-
ion.  All are welcome to receive the sacrament here, at the Lordôs Table.ò 
 For this is Christôs table, and Jesus is our host.  We wish to remove any obsta-
cle that would stand in the way of a person seeking a relationship with Jesus Christ 

and to explore the Christian faith.  Often holy communion can be the way a person 

hears the invitation from our Lord, and has an experience of faith, which then can lead 
to deeper exploration and baptism.  We want to clearly invite people to explore the 

Christian faith, and to be baptized, and it may be that the invitation to the eucharist is 
how some first may hear Christôs call.  Itôs just that the order of invitation (holy eucha-

rist, then baptism) may be reversed for some.  
 In this present generation, when many adults have not been baptized, we do 

not know (and cannot assume) that everyone in worship has been baptized.  In the 
Great Commission, Jesus said ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. (Matt. 28:19 -20)  So, an open invitation to the Lordôs 
Table requires us to be more attentive to our invitation to the font of holy baptism, for 
adults as well as children.  This may help us better live out Christôs call. 

 This is the beginning of a discussion we will have amongst ourselves and with 
the whole Church.  We are open to more discussion, and other suggestions for how to 

word our invitations to baptism and communion.  As a ministry of Word and Sacra-
ment, this congregation will always be guided by Godôs Word, and the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, by which we all freely receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  Thanks be 

to God!     
 

Pastor Jim Erlandson 



Recurring Weekly Events 

Sun. 10:00 am ~ Worship  

 11:15 am ~ Coffee Fellowship 

 12:00 pm ~ Universal Life Church of God 

Wed. 7:40 pm ~ Senior Choir  

 8:00 pm ~ Courage to Change N.A. 

Thur. 6:30 am ~ Prayer & Meditation A.A.  

Fri. 8:00 pm ~ Words into Action N.A.  

Sat. 8:00 am ~ Siloé Church 

Sun. 11:15 am ~ Handbells Rehearsal 
 

Other Events 
 

JUNE 

2nd 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting 

9th 6:30 pm Elders Meeting 

13th 11:30 am Girl Scout Ceremony 

 

JULY 

12th YOUTH LEAVE FOR ELCA YOUTH GATHERING IN DETROIT  

19th YOUTH RETURN FROM ELCA YOUTH GATHERING IN DETROIT  

18th 1:00 pm Happy Seniors Birthday Party 

22nd 6:00 pm Music on the Blacktop 

 7:00 pm Songs of Hope Performance 

June/July Calendar  

Women's Guild  

will enjoy their annual Luncheon Out on Thursday, June 4th at 11:00 am at the 

House of Wong, on Larpenteur west of Lexington. Please contact Mary Lou Knipe 
at 651-644-5493 by June 1st with questions and reservations. 

Thank you to the Women's Guild for providing cake for the celebration of the 
Learning Center on May 24th 

SUMMER WORSHIP JULY -AUGUST 

This July and August we will once again worship in the Learning Center, which of-

fers us a view of the church courtyard garden, cross ventilation, and a more inti-
mate worship setting.  Please join us at 10 am each Sunday as we worship God 

throughout the summer season. If you would like to sing or play special mu-
sic this summer at a Sunday service, please contact Kay Sandeen. There is 
a sign up sheet on the music office door.  



June/July Altar Servers  

If you are unable to serve, please contact an elder or the church office no 
later than  the Tuesday of the week you are signed up to serve  so that a 

replacement can be found.  

June 7  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  Acolyte  

 Sybil Harris Bob Paddock Kay Sandeen Neal Caerwyn 

June 14  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  Acolyte  

 Joel Michael Joann Conroy Jon Olson Jared Geschwill 

June 21  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  Acolyte  

 Diana Rankin DeAnne Hilgers Diana Jacobson Layla Harris 

June 28  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  Acolyte  

 Arline Satrom Colleen Danner Leilani Drake Leah Harris 

July 5  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  

 Tammy Cownie Stevie McMillian Mary Lou Knipe 

July 12  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  

 Michelle Geschwill Bob Paddock Myrna Nelson 

July 19  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  

 Sybil Harris Joann Conroy Irene Markley 

July 26  Deacon  Subdeacon  Reader  

 Joel Michael Leilani Drake Leilani Drake 
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Wednesday, June 10th 

990 Lone Oak Rd, Suite 136, Eagan, MN 55121 

6:00ð7:30 pm 

In the Undercroft or contact Tammy Cownie  



DAILY WORK LUNCHEON  

On May 13 seven Redeemer members attended the Daily Work ñSteps to Suc-
cessò fundraising lunch in St. Paul.  This is a 501(c ) 3 ministry we helped start 

over 15 years ago, which is a collaboration of congregations, businesses, and 
individuals to assist job seekers find employment.  We heard inspiring stories 

from individuals who had difficult challenges and obstacles to employment, and 

how Daily Work helped them discover their vocation or find a job which pays a 
living wage.  We learned that 200 persons were assisted by Daily Work this 

past year in finding employment.  This is a ministry which makes a difference.  
There are offices at Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill in St. Paul, and at 

Christ the King in New Brighton.  You are invited to help support Daily Work 
with your financial donations, your prayers, and with employment opportunities 

or connections. 

PRAYER LABYRINTH  

What happened to the Prayer Labyrinth?  It hasnôt gone away - it has just been 
delayed as we have put in place the healing garden project, which will take up 

most of the south lawn.  So we have decided to move the Prayer Labyrinth to the 
courtyard garden on the north side of the church building, where it is quiet and 

peaceful.  Initial plans are to construct it out of stones, and use old slate tiles from 

the roof as markers for bible passages or prayers.  We will begin this project in 
June.  If you have stones that are flat and 12 inches in diameter, please bring 
them to the church courtyard, and we can start building.  Please see Joann Conroy 
with your ideas or contributions to the prayer labyrinth.  



ISAIAH CORE TEAM NEWS  

 
ISAIAH made a strong showing throughout the 2015 Legislative Session that is 

now all but over. However, despite our frequent visits and rallies, press confer-
ences and discussions with legislators, there have been no major accomplish-

ments for this session.   

 
We had hoped some serious action would be taken on the issue of transportation 

throughout the state with spending for improvements to roads and bridges as well 
as expansion of transit services. However, in the end, no significant transportation 

improvements were authorized.  
 

We had hoped to have voting rights restored to felons once they had served their 

time in a correctional facility rather than waiting for many more years until they 
are ñoff paperò (completely finished with parole and probation). The bill to restore 

voting rights became linked to legislation permitting the sale of noise suppression 
devices for firearms. In the end, the suppression devices passed and the restora-

tion of voting rights did not.  

 
We had hoped that the documentation requirements for driverôs licenses would be 

restored to what they were in 2003. This was presented as a common -sense 
safety issue, something we would all benefit from. Despite enough support going 

into the session for this legislation to pass, pushback from anti -immigration 
groups stopped the legislation from passing. 

 

We had hoped to develop a statewide fund for paid family leave (funded like un-
employment through employee and employer contributions) so all workers could 

afford to take their family leave time . We had also hoped to pass legislation that 
would require all employers to allow their employees to earn sick time in propor-

tion to hours worked so that they could afford to stay home and recover when 

they are sick (or care for sick children). Both of these measures have wide-spread 
public support from all Minnesotans. However, these proposals were met with stiff 

opposition from the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce and the Minnesota Retail-
ers Association and never made it out of committee.  

 

As we go forward from this, we will be asking hard questions, such as ñAre immi-
grants truly human beings, children of God, the same as the rest of us?ò and ñTo 
whom are our elected representatives ultimately accountable ï the voters or the 
wealthy campaign contributors?ò This is why personal involvement is so critical. 
Elected officials assume that the reason people voted for them is because of the 
money spent on their campaigns. They need to hear from the people who cast 

the votes why they voted and what results they want. Itôs not enough just to 

vote. We all need to speak up and show up, calling forth the vision we have of a 
community shaped by the ways of Godôs reign. 

 
 

CONTINUED . . . 



MUSIC NOTES  

SUMMER MUSIC - Now is the time to sign up to sing or play an instrument for wor-
ship over the summer.  We need someone starting June 14th.  There is a sign-up 

sheet on the Music Office door.  Pick the date of your choice and let me and Katie 
know what you plan to do.   If you need help finding selections just let me know.   

Then you can coordinate with Katie to work out rehearsal/warm -up times.  

Thanks. 
 

THANK YOU to all the fine volunteers who have generously shared their time and 

talents to enhance our worship during this past season - the Senior Choir & sup-
plemental singers, Handbell ringers, Celebration Band and Easter Orchestra.  Your 

gifts have been greatly appreciated. 
 

In Christ, 

Kay 

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE  

 
Five youth and two adult leaders from Redeemer are at-

tending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit on July 15-19.  
We will represent the Saint Paul Area Synod at the Multicul-

tural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) from July 12 to 15, 

and reside at Wayne State University.  We plan to leave on 
Saturday, July 11, and return late night July 19.  We have 

raised $4461 so far, and still have $1400 for the charter bus transportation to raise.  
Thank you to everyone who has donated gifts thus far!  If you would like to help 

sponsor our youth or give a donation, there are sponsorship forms at the church (or 
just write a check to Redeemer with ñYouth Gatheringò on the check memo line.  

There will be another fundraiser event on Sunday morning, June 28th after worship.   

. . CONTINUED 

 
But there is always hope!  The moneyed special interests were unable to have 

ñlocal interferenceò legislation passed that would prevent municipalities or counties 
from enacting their own minimum wage laws or other requirements on employers. 

This makes our work going forward toward this fallôs elections for Saint Paul City 

Council and School Board all that more important and exciting. We have a chance 
to raise up leaders who share our vision of a society where all are welcome, all are 

included, all can thrive and become all that God intended them to be. This is the 
vision that the gospel teaches us, the vision that Christ calls and empowers us to 

work for in our world.  
 

Watch for more information on events, meetings, candidate forums é maybe even 

a ñProphetic Picnicò or something in the weeks and months ahead. It may be sum-
mer and living may be easy é but for Godôs people, thereôs no time to be lazy (not 

even in the hazy days of summer).  



KAB NPAUJ HEALING GARDEN  
We blessed the Kab Npauj Healing Garden on Sunday, May 17, the Feast 
of the Ascension, after the worship service.  Over 100 people participated, 
from Redeemer and from the community.  We prayed over the furrows of 
the garden plot on our south lawn, that there will be sufficient rain, that 
the soil will bear fruit, and the people who till this ground will be blessed.  
We heard from the Hmong elders who will teach children traditional gar-
dening techniques, and celebrated with food and music.  This community 
garden will grow vegetables for the families who are tending the garden.  
There will be times for us to meet our Hmong neighbors as they work the 
ground.  As the summer goes on, there will be opportunities to learn more 
about the garden, and help make this ministry grow.  


