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Pastor’s Letter from Home

“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.”
Dear friends,
The month of February is known as Black History Month in the
United States, as we continue to celebrate the season of Epiphany in
the Church. Our good fortune is that we can celebrate with joy the
gifts of African American musicians, composers and singers, for all
the great hymns and music of faith that have been written out of
faith and sung to the glory of God! So this month our musical focus
in worship has been the hymns, spirituals, and music written for Holy
Communion. In the month of January and February we sing Setting
Six of Holy Communion, which was composed by African American
church musicians.
In the introduction to Evangelical Lutheran Worship (our red hymnal)

we see that this communion setting “was compiled from musical
settings by four African American composers. Tillis Butler (d. 2002)
composed the setting of the Kyrie for the “River of Life” setting in
This Far By Faith: An African American Resource for Worship (1999).
[We own and use this hymnal at Redeemer.] James Capers (b.
1948) composed the settings “Glory to God,” “This is the feast,” and
“Lamb of God” for Liturgy of Joy in 1993, which was also included in
This Far by Faith. The settings of the Gospel Acclamation and “Holy,
holy, holy” are from Detroit Folk Mass (1986), composed by Tillis
Butler and James Harris. These compositions were written in a
gospel style that is well suited for piano.”
Fortunately for us at Redeemer we have two excellent pianists in
Ellen Hacker and Erik Krohg who are proficient in gospel as well as
classical style. But in addition to gospel music, our ELW hymnal also

includes many other styles. We will also sing this month “Glory to
God”, from the New Plainsong Mass composed by David Hurd,
African American concert organist and church musician now serving
at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin (Manhattan) in Times Square
New York City. Ellen is playing preludes by Black composer Florence
Beatrice Price.
In addition, we will sing well-known African American spirituals in
worship this month. The Redeemer choir will sing spirituals like

Everytime I Feel the Spirit, and There Is a Balm in Gilead, as well as
Hear My Prayer by Moses Hogan. We will also hear the instrumental
composition Summerland for piano, by William Grant Still. This is
just a taste of the rich musical tradition of the African American
church tradition, as we celebrate January and February as Black
History Month at Redeemer! I invite you to come, worship, with
joy in the Lord!
Peace in Christ,

Pastor Jim Erlandson

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
On Sunday, February 27, we celebrate the
Transfiguration of Our Lord at Redeemer.
This is the last Sunday of Epiphany, before
Lent begins. We will sing the Farewell to Al-

leluia as we will no longer sing Alleluia
throughout Lent until the Easter Vigil holy eucharist. We invite you to join us, in this feast
day that anticipates the Lenten season with
Mardi Gras.

Looking ahead, the season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, observed on Wednesday, March 2, at 7:00 pm with the Imposition of
Ashes and Holy Communion. Due to the Covid pandemic, we may
switch our Lenten soup suppers to lunches on Sunday mornings after
worship during Lent. Watch for an announcement.

ADULT FORUM
Feb. 6, 2022 11:30 A. M. "In Search of Justice in Palestine."
Presented by a Panel of members from Minnesota BDS, a diverse coalition of
members who promote using boycotting, divestment, and sanctions therefore
compelling Israel to comply with international law through economical, cultural,
and educational boycotts and divestments.
Feb. 13, 2022 11:30 A. M.

A short video of Pilgrim Baptist Church.

To commemorate Black History Month we will view a short history of
Pilgrim Baptist Church, the oldest African-American Baptist Church in Minnesota.
This church was started by African slaves who escaped their captivity with the help
of the Underground Railroad. They established their first church in 1863; the
current church built in 1928 and located on West Central and Grotto, is on the
National Register of Historical Places.
Feb. 20, 2022

COVID-19: Where We’ve Been and Where We’re Going

Presented by Diana Rankin. COVID-19 has turned our lives topsy-turvy for nearly
24 months and we are not certain when our social interactions will return to what
we knew as “normal.” The Delta variant has been deadly. The Omicron variant is
highly contagious, even breaking out in fully vaccinated people. And now there is
concern about an Omicron variant that has already shown up in the U.S. In this
forum we’ll put where we’ve been into perspective and consider what scientists
suggest is in our future with this virus.
Feb. 27, 2022, 11:30 A.M. "Identifying Our Values"
Presented by Pastor Jim Erlandson. We will continue our discussion on
Redeemer's future.

FEBUARY SCRIPTURES & READERS
We invite members and friends of Redeemer to read the appointed
scriptures for each Sunday. This is a meaningful way to prepare for
worship. It also binds us to our homebound sisters and brothers who we
also encourage to read the same scriptures weekly.

Feb. 6

Lance Harris

Feb. 13

Isaiah Tucker

Feb. 20

Bonnie Hughes

Feb. 27

Renee Nunn
First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

Gospel

Feb. 6

Isa 6:1-8 [913]

Ps 138

1 Cor 15:1-11 Luke 5:1-11

Feb. 13

Jer 17:5-10

Ps 1

1 Cor 15:1220

Luke 6:17-26

Feb. 20

Gen 45:3-11,
15

Ps 37:1-11,
39-40

1 Cor 15:3538, 42-50

Luke 6:27-38

Feb. 27

Exod 34:2935

Ps 99

2 Cor 3:12—
4:2

Luke 9:28-36
[37-43a]

Our Church Vestry meeting was opened at
703pm by Sybil on January 11, 2022 on
Zoom with prayer. Pastor Jim requested
Vestry on Record
input on the modified Christmas eve
program. He noted that participation on
February 2022
live stream has increased to 30-40, while
live worship has decreased due to weather
and covid. Redeemer will provide
recommended N-95 type masks for live worship. Pastor Jim reported that
Tracey and he had used tools from an SPAS workshop at an Adult Forum on
Why Redeemer?
The Treasury has an overall balance of $108,657 with mortgage due of $67220
plus interest. The $12000 due to Langer Construction will be paid from
restricted or dedicated funds in the new year following complete transfer to the
new bank account. The proposed 2022 budget was reviewed for submission to
the Congregation meeting on Jan 30.
A team of four assessed the needed renovation of the Women’s Bathroom
Facilities. A do-it-yourself team will clean, paint, and repair the out of use third
sink using available maintenance funds. Suggestions for countertop and
ceramic renovation are pending.
Sybil adjourned the meeting at 853p.
The next Vestry meeting will be held on February 8, 2022 on Zoom.

On Church Finances
and Other Plagues
Bob Paddock: Church Treasurer
The past weeks have been busy for your treasurer. Keeping him busy with
year-end finances and a new 2022 church budget has kept him out of the
bars and off the street, and Eloise thanks you for this.
By now most of you will know that the congregation passed a new budget
for this year. Unfortunately the finance committee anticipates some sizable
increases in several program areas: Staff Salaries and Buildings & Grounds.
This year we have four staff as opposed to primarily two staff of last year.
That obviously results in higher overall staff payrolls. Regarding ‘Buildings &
Grounds’, the increase covers janitorial services to keep the church clean,
grounds maintenance (lawn mowing), and anticipated rises in fuel costs for
both natural gas and electric. On the other hand, expected giving and rental
income will not be sufficient to pay for all of this, so there is a financing gap
of about $34,000 that will have to be made up over the next 12 months.
On a brighter note, the church remains ‘in the black’ financially. We began
2021 with a total cash availability of $135,000. At year’s end that amount
came to $109,000. The decrease was caused by unanticipated expenses of
around $50,000 that we had to pay out, most of this roof repairs.
Each year presents challenges. I expect this one to be no different. The
congregation has been exceedingly generous in its giving to keep our ministry going. For me, it is this faith in the congregation that keeps me feeling
positive about the future. As the months roll by, I will keep you informed of
just how things are going.

African Americans in Minnesota on mnopedia.org
Creator: Tina Burnside
African Americans have lived in Minnesota since the 1800s. The local African
American population developed from individuals who were born in the state as
well as those who migrated to Minnesota from other states in search of a better
life. Despite being subjected to discrimination and inequality, African Americans
established communities and institutions that contributed to the vibrancy of the
state. This article defines African Americans as Americans who are descendants of
enslaved black Africans in the U.S. and does not include immigrants or
refugees from Africa (for example, Somali and Oromo people.
EARLY SETTLER-COLONISTS AND THE BLACK POPULATION
George Bonga, born near Duluth in 1802, is believed to be the first black person
born in Minnesota. His father was black and his mother was Ojibwe. Bonga
became a fur trader like his father and also worked as a translator as he was
fluent in English, French, and Ojibwe. He married an Ojibwe woman, and they
along with their children lived in the Leech Lake area, where they operated a
lodge. Bungo Township in Cass County is named after Bonga’s family.
Although slavery was not allowed in Minnesota, officers stationed at Fort Snelling,
fur traders, and vacationing southerners brought enslaved people to the state in
the late 1800s. Dred Scott and his wife, Harriet, lived at the fort in the
1830s. James Thompson, an enslaved man, lived at Fort Snelling in 1827 and was
emancipated in 1837. He lived in St. Paul, where he worked as a carpenter. Eliza
Winston, an enslaved woman who visited Minnesota with her owners from
Mississippi, obtained her freedom in 1860 after a judge ruled she was a free
woman. In 1862, Joseph Godfrey, an enslaved man born near Mendota, escaped
and joined the Dakota, with whom he fought against white settler-colonists during
the U.S.–Dakota War of 1862.
African Americans migrated to the state during the Civil War as Minnesota
suffered a labor shortage. White Minnesotans who served in the U.S. Colored
Regiments sent enslaved men and women who had escaped to Minnesota to work
on farms and in the army. In 1863, the
steamboats Northerner and Davenport brought enslaved people to Minnesota who
had escaped from Missouri.
The Mississippi River was a frequently traveled route connecting St. Louis and St.
Paul. Reverend Robert Hickman and about seventy-five enslaved men, women,
and children escaped from Missouri and traveled north to live and work as free
persons. They were found adrift on the Mississippi River, where
the Northerner encountered the raft and towed it to St. Paul.
On May 5, 1863, when the Northerner reached St. Paul, an angry crowd
threatened them, so the steamboat continued to Fort Snelling. Less than two
weeks later, on May 15, 1863, the steamboat Davenport, escorted by the Union
Army, brought over two hundred enslaved persons to work in St. Paul. At the end
of the war, a few freed people followed soldiers returning to Minnesota to work as
laborers. Many moved to cities and towns, and a few became farmers.

The black population in Minnesota has historically been small. According to the
state census, in 1890 Minnesota’s total population was 1,310,283 and the black
population was 3,683—only 0.3 percent. The state’s black population remained
below 1 percent for many years.

The black population began growing significantly between 1950 and 1970 during
the “Great Migration” of African Americans from southern states to the North,
Midwest, and West. Although Minnesota’s black population did not increase as
much as the populations of other northern states, such as Illinois and Michigan,
during this twenty-year period, it rose by 149 percent.
The black population continued to increase, but remained small. In 1980, the
state’s total population was 4,075,970 and its black population was 53,344. By
2010, the census reported Minnesota’s total population as 5,303,925, compared
to the black population of 274,412—only 5 percent.
STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
Blacks were not allowed to vote until 1868, when voters approved the equal
suffrage amendment to the Minnesota constitution, which gave voting rights to
black men. The amendment had been rejected twice—in 1865 and 1867—before
passing. Minnesota granted black men the right to vote two years before the
Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution granted such a right in 1870.
While Minnesota was considered a progressive state and had laws against
discrimination, many restaurants and hotels denied blacks service. In
addition, restrictive housing covenants prevented blacks from moving into many
neighborhoods.
African Americans experienced discrimination in housing, employment, and
education, but they challenged discriminatory practices by filing court actions
and creating organizations to fight for civil rights. In 1865, St. Paul segregated
its public schools by opening a “School for Colored Children.” The St. Paul
schools were the only education system in Minnesota that was segregated. In
response to community and political pressure, the state legislature passed a law
in 1869 banning school segregation in St. Paul.
In 1885, Minnesota passed the Equal Accommodations Act, which guaranteed
blacks equal access to all public places and hotels. However, in 1887, William
Hazel, a black architect, was denied a room at the Clarendon and Astoria hotels
in St. Paul because of his race. When he complained, he was arrested. Hazel
filed a lawsuit and won. In 1897, Minnesota passed a civil rights law that was
quickly tested by McCants Stewart, who filed suit in 1898 against a restaurant
when he was refused service. The jury took only fifteen minutes to decide in
Stewart’s favor.
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, blacks formed groups to fight discrimination.
These included the Minnesota Protective and Industrial League, the AfroAmerican League, and the Minnesota Citizen Civil Rights Committee. In 1902,
the annual meeting of the National Afro-American Council was held in St. Paul
and attended by national leaders W. E. B. Du Bois, Ida B. Wells, and Booker T.
Washington. The meeting, organized by St. Paul attorney Fredrick McGhee,
prompted a split between Du Bois and Washington, who had different ideologies
and methods regarding blacks’ pursuit of civil rights. Du Bois, McGhee, and
others formed the Niagara Movement, which led to the creation of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1910. The NAACP
formed local branches in St. Paul in 1913 and Minneapolis in 1914.

In 1919, during a “red summer,” race riots erupted in several American cities,
resulting in numerous deaths and extensive property damage. Also during this
period, the NAACP published a report examining lynching and sponsored antilynching legislation. In 1920, three black men were lynched in Duluth. Elias Clayton, Elmer Jackson, and Isaac McGhie were circus workers who were accused of
sexually assaulting a white woman. They were dragged from jail, beaten, and
hung from a telephone pole by a white mob while thousands of people, including
the police, watched. The lynching led to the enactment of an anti-lynch law that
had been lobbied for by an African American suffragist and civil rights leader
named Nellie Francis. Soon, the Duluth branch of the NAACP was organized. In
2003, the City of Duluth built a memorial to honor the three men who were brutally killed.
Housing discrimination was rampant in the Twin Cities, and incidents of racially
motivated violence occurred when blacks moved into white neighborhoods. Lena
O. Smith, the first black woman to become an attorney in Minnesota, challenged
discrimination in the courts. But discrimination continued. In 1931, a black family,
Arthur and Edith Lee, moved into a white neighborhood in South Minneapolis.
White residents tried to get them to sell their home, but they refused. A mob
protested outside their house every night, throwing rocks and black paint, shouting threats and racial slurs, and leaving garbage and excrement on the lawn. The
harassment continued for two years until the Lees moved to a historically black
neighborhood in south Minneapolis. The Lee house was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 2014. There were other sporadic incidents of racially
motivated intimidation against blacks when they moved into white neighborhoods, including cross burnings.
In 1967, during the “long hot summer,” hundreds of race riots erupted across the
country. Racial tensions exploded along Plymouth Avenue in North Minneapolis
when blacks demonstrated against discrimination and police brutality. The Minnesota National Guard was dispatched to Plymouth Avenue for over a week.
Employment discrimination was pervasive in Minnesota. While some blacks
worked in skilled trade jobs as stonecutters and bricklayers, many white employers refused to hire blacks. This limited their opportunities to unskilled jobs as laborers, waiters, cooks, and porters in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries.
Blacks who worked for the railroad as porters organized St. Paul Lodge No. 5 of
the United Brotherhood of Railway Porters of North America in 1887. In 1925, A.
Philip Randolph organized a national union, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; Frank Boyd, who had worked as a Pullman porter since 1907, organized
meetings for the Brotherhood in St. Paul. Boyd was fired for union organizing. In
1976, the City of St. Paul dedicated a park in his name.
The St. Paul Urban League was founded in 1923 to address black unemployment
and race discrimination. In 1935, the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) encouraged workers to organize unions, but most labor unions barred blacks from
membership. Despite this prohibition, Anthony Cassius and Nellie Stone Johnson became prominent labor organizers in Minnesota. Cassius organized the allblack waiters union at the Curtis Hotel in Minneapolis in 1935 after learning that
white waiters made more money than black waiters. The Hotel and Restaurant
Workers Union did not accept black members, so Cassius organized Local 614 of
the Hotel and Restaurant Waiters Union.

Cassius sued the hotel and won a $13,000 wage increase and $3,500 in back
pay for black waiters in 1940. Johnson helped organize Local 665 of the Hotel
and Restaurant Workers Union at the Minneapolis Athletic Club. She later
became the first black elected official when she was elected to the Minneapolis
Library Board in 1945, and she helped create the Democratic–Farmer–Labor
Party (DFL). A school in Minneapolis is named after Johnson.
COMMUNITIES AND INSTITUTIONS

In the twenty-first century, most blacks live in Minneapolis and St. Paul. In 2010,
of the 274,412 blacks in Minnesota, Minneapolis had the largest population with
71,098, followed by St. Paul with 44,728. While some blacks have achieved
success, the Twin Cities continue to have problems with racial disparities and
segregation.
Due to restrictive covenants and discriminatory housing practices in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, blacks were limited to living in certain
areas, which created distinct black communities. In Minneapolis, blacks lived on
the near Northside along Sixth and Lyndale Avenues North; at Seven Corners,
where Washington, Fifteenth Avenue, Nineteenth Avenue, and Cedar Avenue
intersect; and on the Southside, between Nicollet and Chicago Avenues and
Thirty-fourth and Forty-sixth Streets. A black enclave also developed in the
Shingle Creek neighborhood near Fiftieth Street and Humboldt Avenue North.
In St. Paul, blacks lived in the Rondo neighborhood, south of University Avenue
from Rice Street to Lexington Parkway. In the 1960s, the Rondo neighborhood
was destroyed and more than six hundred residents were displaced to make way
for Interstate 94. The annual Rondo Days and Jazz Festivals commemorate its
history. In the 1970s, some African Americans moved from Rondo and other
historically black neighborhoods to new areas in the Twin Cities and the suburbs.
The first black churches were organized in the 1800s. St. James African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in Minneapolis was organized in 1863 as a
small prayer group; it became a church in 1869. Pilgrim Baptist Church was
founded in 1866; St. Mark’s Episcopal Church was organized in 1867; St. James
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in St. Paul was organized in 1876; St.
Peter’s African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church was founded in 1880;
Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church was formed in 1887; and St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church was organized in 1888. Blacks created business districts in
Rondo; in South Minneapolis at Thirty-Eighth Street and Fourth Avenue; and in
North Minneapolis along Plymouth Avenue.
African Americans started community centers that provided housing and
employment information and recreational activities. In Minneapolis, the Phyllis
Wheatley House was founded in 1924 as a “settlement house,” and Sabathani
Community Center was established in 1966. In St. Paul, the Neighborhood
House was established in 1897, the Welcome Hall Community Center in 1916,
the Christian Center in 1926, and the Hallie Q. Brown Community Center in
1929.
Blacks also founded newspapers and publications. The Western Appeal and
the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder were the longest running and most
successful. The Western Appeal was published from 1885 to 1923, and John Q.
Adams was its outspoken editor. Roy Wilkins, who led the NAACP from 1949 to
1977, also served as editor at the Appeal. The Minnesota SpokesmanRecorder (formerly the Minneapolis Spokesman and the St. Paul Recorder),
Minnesota’s longest-published black newspaper and black-owned business, was
founded in 1934 by Cecil Newman. In 2015, the paper celebrated its eightieth
anniversary and was designated a historic landmark.

From 1885 to 1974, there were almost twenty black newspapers published in the
state. In 2017, there are only two: the Spokesman-Recorder and Insight News. In
addition to newspapers, Walter Scott Sr. published photo books featuring blacks in
Minneapolis between the 1950s and 1970s called the Minneapolis
Beacon and Minneapolis Negro Profile.
Blacks formed social clubs, fraternal organizations, bowling leagues and baseball
teams but were historically excluded from private golf clubs and tournaments. In
response, Jimmie Slemmons created the Minnesota Negro Open golf tournament
in 1939 to give blacks an opportunity to play and compete. The tournament was
renamed the Upper Midwest Bronze Amateur Tournament in 1954 and attracted
participants from around the country. Former heavyweight champion Joe Louis
won the tournament in 1957.
Outside of Minneapolis and St. Paul, black communities developed in pockets
around Duluth and Fergus Falls in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Blacks moved
to Duluth in search of jobs created by the railroad, shipping, and mining
industries. John Nichols, who moved to Duluth in 1884, owned and operated the
City Hotel until his death in 1907. In 1890, Reverend Richmond Taylor founded St.
Mark’s African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Many social clubs established in the Twin Cities also had chapters in Duluth. There
were black newspapers: the World, published by P. O. Gray in 1895, and
the Progressive News Review, published in 1904 by Henry Williams. In the 1920s,
the U.S. Steel Corporation recruited black laborers from the South to work in its
Duluth plant. However, many workers left because of low wages, segregated
housing, and cold weather. Duluth’s black population was 1,946 in 2015.
In Fergus Falls, Prince Honeycutt was the city’s first black resident (1872). He
owned a barbershop, founded the local baseball team, and ran for mayor in 1896.
In 1898, a group of eighty-five African Americans moved to Fergus Falls from
Kentucky after being recruited by real estate agents. They started farms, opened
businesses, founded a church, and built homes, but during the Great Depression
in the 1930s, many families faced financial hardship and moved away.
Descendants of the “First 85” gathered in Fergus Falls in 2010 for a reunion. In
2015, only 156 blacks lived in Fergus Falls.
TRAILBLAZERS
African Americans contributed to and achieved success in medicine, education,
law, business, politics, and the arts. Some Minnesota trailblazers were Dr. Robert
S. Brown, the first black doctor; Richard Green, the first black superintendent of
Minneapolis Public Schools; and Clarence “Cap” Wigington, the first black
municipal architect. Frederick Jones was the first black inducted into the National
Inventors Hall of Fame. He created the Thermo King portable refrigeration unit,
which allowed delivery trucks to keep goods cool. Archie Givens, a business owner
and real estate developer, was the first black millionaire in Minnesota. He and his
wife, Phebe, established the Archie Givens Sr. Collection of African American
Literature at the University of Minnesota, which consists of over 10,000 books,
magazines, and pamphlets by or about African Americans.

Blacks excelled in the field of law. Fredrick McGhee was Minnesota’s first black
lawyer; Lena Smith the first black female lawyer; L. Howard Bennett the first
black municipal judge; and Stephen Maxwell the first black district court judge.
Pamela Alexander was the first black female prosecutor and first black female
judge in Hennepin County. In addition, Alan Page was the first black judge on
the Minnesota Supreme Court; Michael J. Davis was the first black federal judge
in Minnesota; and Wilhelmina Wright was the first black female federal judge in
Minnesota.

In politics, John Francis Wheaton was the first black elected to the Minnesota
legislature; Neva Walker the first black woman elected to the Minnesota
legislature; Van White the first black elected to the Minneapolis City Council;
Sharon Sayles Belton the first black and first woman elected Mayor of
Minneapolis; Bill Wilson the first black elected to the St. Paul City Council; Jean
Harris the first black woman elected mayor of Eden Prairie; and Keith Ellison the
first black elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Minnesota.
African Americans’ contributions to the arts transcended Minnesota and received
international recognition. Prince Rogers Nelson (Prince), born in Minneapolis,
was a legendary singer-songwriter, actor, multi-instrumentalist musician,
philanthropist, and producer. He was also a best-selling artist who won
Grammy, American Music, Golden Globe, and Academy awards. He was
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2004. He created the
“Minneapolis Sound,” a mix of soul, dance, funk, and rock and roll music that
featured synthesizers and drum machines.
Jimmy “Jam” Harris III and Terry Lewis started their music careers in the
Minneapolis band “Flyte Tyme.” The group later became “The Time,” which was
produced by Prince. Harris and Lewis also wrote and produced hit songs for
numerous artists, including Janet Jackson. Grammy-award-winning Sounds of
Blackness, a musical ensemble, started in 1969 at Macalester College. Grammynominated band Mint Condition was started in the 1980s at St. Paul Central
High School. Penumbra Theatre, founded in 1976 by artistic director Lou
Bellamy, is credited with launching the career of Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright August Wilson.
To learn more about African American in Minnesota, visit:
https://www.mnopedia.org/african-americans-minnesota
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