
Rev. James Erlandson, Pastor 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 

285 North Dale Street, St. Paul, MN 55103 

651-227-8295 

www.redeemerstpaul.org 

Michelle Higgins, Office Manager 

Kay Sandeen, Music Director 

Katie Thompson, Accompanist 

Steve Grove, Daily Work Director 

Vol. 105, No. 6  Summer, 2010 

THE REDEEMER RECORD 



A Letter From Pastor Erlandson 

Dear Friends, 
 
Happy birthday, Church!  How does it feel to be 120 years old?!  Seriously, Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer was founded in 1890, and so on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 
we celebrated the 120th year of the congregation ï with birthday cake!  As Pentecost is 
the ñbirthday of the Churchò, begun on that day when the winds of the Holy Spirit blew 
on the disciples gathered in Jerusalem, it seemed a good day to celebrate what God has 
done with us for the past 120 years.  It was also a day to look forward to the present 
and future promise that God holds for us as a congregation in this community.   
 
On that first Pentecost, Godôs Spirit empowered a group of fearful disciples waiting in 

Jerusalem for a ñsign from Godò, into a Church ï an assembly of believers ï who would 
bring the good news of Godôs love for the world, shown in the person of Jesus Christ, to 
all the world.  This mission from God for the Church continues to the present day.  Re-
deemer is but one congregation, commissioned to be a witness in this St. Paul 
neighborhood for the good news of Jesus.  We started as a small group of German im-
migrants who wanted to worship in English and teach the Christian faith in English to 
their children.  Over the years we have been witnesses for Godôs mercy and grace to 
thousands of people in St. Paul, and we are no longer defined only by our German an-
cestry.  It is more our Lutheran heritage that defines us now, along with our hospitality, 
our grounding in the scriptures and in the liturgical worship tradition, plus the richness 
of our diversity in this multicultural urban community.  For now people of many nations 
have come to St. Paul ï we do not share one ethnic heritage.  So we find that our focus 
on the scriptures and our grounding in liturgical worship what gives us our unity and 
brings us together.  That, with our passion for showing the hospitality of Christ to all 
who worship with us, and for accepting and reconciling with one another as brothers 
and sisters.  
 

Now that we have entered the Pentecost season, which will last from now until Advent, 
we are also defined by this feast of Pentecost which birthed the Church in witness to 
the nations.  We may not be ñPentecostalsò, but we are evangelical ï part of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  This means that our identity is found in 
sharing the good news of grace that we have received in Christ our Lord with our 
neighbors.  The future, then, will be like our past ï continually expanding the bounda-
ries of our witness to include new neighbors, and welcoming the stranger.  By being 
faithful to our witness, we are assured that the fruits of the Spirit will be beyond what 
we can imagine today.  120 years down the road we are a much different congregation 
than we were when we were founded.  This will 
always be true.  So the rich promises of God con-
tinue for us today, that our witness will always bear 
fruit when it is based on the grace, mercy and love 
of God in Christ Jesus.  So letôs continue our wit-
ness, in Jesusô name. 
 
Peace in Christ, 

 
Pastor Jim Erlandson 



Recurring Weekly Events  

Sun. 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Coffee Fellowship / 

  Sunday School 

 12:00 pm  Universal Life Church of God 

 12:00 pm Seek Ye Evangelical Church 

  2:00 pm - Word of Faith Church 

Wed. 6:30 pm Courage to Change N.A. 

Thur. 6:00 am Prayer & Meditation A.A. 

 7:00 pm Word of Faith Bible Study 

Fri. 8:00 pm Words into Action N.A. 

Other Events  

June 3 

 11:00 am Womenôs Guild ñLunch Inò 

June 20 

 3:00 pm Word of Faith 

 ñSoul Saving Summerò Outdoor Festival 

June 21-24 

 6:00 pm Vacation Bible School 

July 29 

 6:00 pm Songs of Hope Concert 

2010 Summer Calendar 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

We plan to recognize our graduates in worship on Sunday, June 
13, at 10 am. Our graduates are Lisa Tann Erlandson, who is 

graduating from St. Olaf College, and Kevin Cownie, who is 
graduating from Henry Sibley High School. Congratulations to 

our graduates!!!  

2010 Camp Dates 

Confirmation Camp ~ June 14-18 

Family Camp ~ July 16-18 (www.baylakecamp.net)  

3rdð5th grade camp ~ August 9 -13 

BWCA Canoe Trip ~ (completed 8th ï12th grade) June 22-28 

If you are interested in VIBE Elementary Camp, Confirmation Camp, 
or Family Camp at Bay Lake, contact Pastor Chris Berthelsen at First 
Lutheran Church, 651-776-7210 or pastorchris@lovegrowshere.net. 

WOMENôS GUILD 

The annual Womenôs Guild ñLunch Inò will be at 11:00 am on June 3. The ca-

tered menu will be chicken tetrazzini, salads, dessert and coffee. The cost is 
$6.00 per person. Everyone is welcome! Please join us by RSVPing to Dorothy 

Gaard (651-457-5736) or Bette Steglich (651-489-3214) by Sunday, May 30. 

mailto:pastorchris@lovegrowshere.net


EXTREME MAKEOVER UPDATE 

We are still gratefully receiving donations 

for our Extreme Makeover building project.  
We are now replacing window treatments 

as gifts become available.  The old curtains 
in the kitchen have been removed, to be 

replaced with new, commercial blinds, thanks to a generous donation.  We are 

also considering purchasing some round, lightweight banquet tables if funds be-
come available this summer.  A small group of volunteers will also replace light 

bulbs in the sanctuary. 

Music Notes 

Summer Music ~ The sign up sheet is up...now itôs up to you! 

Choose the date you would like to sing or play early so you get your first choice. 
If you need help with your selection, we will be glad to work with you.  

Thank You to all of our wonderful volunteer musicians who have so greatly en-

hanced our worship all year long by sharing their gifts with us: Senior Choir mem-
bers, Handbell ringers, Orchestra members, Katie, Diana, Colleen, Paul, Rachel, 

Hilary and everyone who has helped us. It has been another great season. 

Kudos to the men of the choir for your beautiful anthem on Ascension Sunday 

when we were Soprano / Alto light for the day. Thanks to Pastor Jim for helping 
us fill the ranks and to Amy for helping the sopranos. We have now received re-

quests  for something by the women of the choir. In order to do that, we need 
more than 3 altos and 3 sopranos. 1 or 2 more people in each section would be 

great. How about it ladies? Care to join us in the fall?  

In Christ,  

Kay 

CHURCH 

SUMMER WORSHIP 

Worship will continue to be held every Sunday at 10 am throughout the summer.  
During July and August we will worship in the Learning Center.  We get cross 

ventilation from the courtyard garden making the worship experience more com-
fortable, and we can sit closer together in a smaller room.  If you would like to 

help serve as an greeter, usher, or scripture reader this summer, please see one 
of the ushers or Elders. 

ST. OLAF INTERN 

Once again, an intern from St. Olaf College will serve as an intern with us this 
summer, from June 15 through August 20.  Elisabeth Preisinger is one of five St. 

Olaf interns in the twin cities (four in Minneapolis, one in St. Paul), living in cam-
pus housing at Luther Seminary.  Elisabeth is a junior majoring in social work, 

who is from upstate New York and the daughter of a pastor serving there.  She 
looks forward to getting to know us and working with ISAIAH, Daily Work, and in 

community outreach ministry this summer around Redeemer.   



 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Vacation Bible School will take place on Monday 

through Thursday evenings, June 21-24, from 6 
to 8 pm in the Learning Center.  This yearôs theme 

is Parables of Jesus.  Children Pre-K through sixth 

grade are invited to participate.  
We need middle school and high 

school youth as well as adults to help as volunteers to pre-
pare snacks, lead games, crafts and singing.  Please see Pas-

tor Jim or Tammy Cownie if you can help.  We will schedule a 
planning meeting after worship ï please see the Sunday ser-

vice sheets for the details.  Invite your friends and family!  

RUMMAGE SALE POSTPONED 

For about 30 years the Womenôs Guild and Adult Club have sponsored an an-
nual rummage sale, which has raised significant funds for building improve-

ments, and served the community by providing inexpensive house wares, cloth-
ing, furniture and childrenôs toys.  But after 30 years it is time for the Womenôs 

Guild to ñretireò from rummage sale sponsorship.  At this point, church leaders 

are considering other possible fundraisers to reach out to the community and 
include new persons in leadership.  If new persons, or one of the congregations 

that share our facilities wish to take leadership, we will consider a new fund-
raiser proposal.  We will inform the congregation when and if that happens.  

MUSIC ON THE BLACKTOP 

Thursday, July 29,  6:00 to 8:00 pm.   
Redeemer will once again host Songs of 
Hope, a choral group made up of children 
from many countries, in our annual ñMusic 

on the Blacktopò. Starting at 6:00 pm there 

will be food served, along with childrenôs 
games on the church lawn.  The concert 

will begin at 7:00 pm.  We welcome 
neighbors and friends from the whole metro community, so please come and 

invite friends and family to join you.  Itôs always a relaxing and inspiring eve-
ning of music and fellowship.  In case of rain, we will bring the concert inside 

to the Learning Center. 



Lutheran Church of the Redeemer Hosts East Metro Regional 

Meeting: 
Redeemer hosted a powerful meeting in the learning center on May 4 with 

Pastor Jim Erlandson chairing the meeting.  One hundred and twenty five 
people were present, including community members and public officials 

from many levels of government in the East Metro area.  

 
Following several presentations, the public officials sat at tables with com-

munity members to discuss the principles needed to have Healthy Com-
munities.  Those principles were: 

Restorative Investment ï build wealth in community, name the 
tangible things to be restored  

Opening access to opportunity ï affirmatively connect people who 

are isolated in current structures to opportunity  
Growing together ï recognize and embrace that our fates are inter-

connected. 
 

Participants agreed to continue in dialogue together and to commit to find-

ing a path for a prosperous future for all.  
 

ISAIAH Issue Victory! 
After a five-year intensive campaign and negotiations, ISAIAH has con-

vinced the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MNDOT) to invest 
millions of federally allocated dollars into opening the doors of opportunity 

to low income people throughout the state.  Starting with close to a million 

dollars of Federal funds already allocated this year, MNDOT will invest in 
apprenticeship and training for low -income people of color and women. 

 
According to Richard Copeland, CEO of Thor Construction, the largest mi-

nority-owned construction business in the region, ñThis has the potential to 

transform the lives of thousands of low income people of color throughout 
the state of Minnesota.  It will provide a path to stable, well paying jobs 

with potential for career growth.  It is these kinds of opportunities that 
people of color have historically been locked out of.ò 



If you are unable to serve, please contact an 
elder or the church office no later than  the 

Tuesday of the week you are signed up to serve so that a replacement can be found. 

Elder of the Month 

June: Arline Satrom   July: Gerald Carlson   August: Leilani Drake 

June 6 

Deacon ~ Diana Rankin 

SubDeacon ~ Colleen Danner 

Reader ~ Andrew Paddock 

Acolyte ~ Laura Michael 

 

June 13 

Deacon ~ Arline Satrom 

SubDeacon ~ Bob Paddock 

Reader ~ David Dufresne 

Acolyte ~ Isaiah Clay 

 

June 20 

Deacon ~ Joel Michael 

SubDeacon ~ Tyler Davis 

Reader ~ Lee Clarke 

Acolyte ~ Phoenix Plaskett 

 

June 27 

Deacon ~ Michelle Geschwill 

SubDeacon ~ Rachel Geschwill 

Reader ~ Lance Harris 

Acolyte ~ Jared Geschwill 

 

July 4 

Deacon ~ Charlene Dickerson 

SubDeacon ~ Bob Paddock 

Reader ~ Sybil Harris 

Acolyte ~ Amy Erlandson 

 

July 11 

Deacon ~ Michelle Geschwill 

SubDeacon ~ Joy Danner 

Reader ~ Eloise Paddock 

Acolyte ~ Ali Michael 

July 18 

Deacon ~ Tammy Cownie 

SubDeacon ~ Arline Satrom 

Reader ~ Amy Erlandson 

Acolyte ~ Shanita Eaves 

 

July 25 

Deacon ~ Sybil Harris 

SubDeacon ~ Tyler Davis 

Reader ~ Michael Boulette 

Acolyte ~ Nathan Parsons 

 

August 1 

Deacon ~ Joel Michael 

SubDeacon ~ Diana Rankin 

Reader ~ Jon Olson 

Acolyte ~ Kymarra Hughes 

 

August 8 

Deacon ~ Tammy Cownie 

SubDeacon ~ Bob Paddock 

Reader ~ Ray Hayes 

Acolyte ~ Anne Lehman 

 

August 15 

Deacon ~ Diana Rankin 

SubDeacon ~ Tyler Davis 

Reader ~ Jeff Parsons 

Acolyte ~ Keshon Hughes 

 

August 22 

Deacon ~ Colleen Danner 

SubDeacon ~ Sybil Harris 

Reader ~ Kay Sandeen 

Acolyte ~ Laura Michael 

Summer  Altar Servers 

August 29 

Deacon ~ Arline Satrom 

SubDeacon ~ 

Rachel Geschwill 

Reader ~ Stevie McMillan 

Acolyte ~ Isaiah Clay 
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