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A Letter From Pastor Erlandson 

Dear Friends, 

Itôs that time of year again, when snow still covers the earth, trees are bare 

of leaves, everything looks still and deadééand our thoughts begin to turn to 
spring.  Itôs the season of Lent.  The term lent is an old English word for 

ñspringò.  For many Christians the term ñLentò has become synonymous with 

penitence for sins, or ñwhat are you giving up for Lentò?  But actually, the 
word is more about new life ñspringing upò from what once was dead. 

Like you and me, when we were baptized.  In our baptismal liturgy we say 

that God ñfrees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and resur-

rection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God, and made mem-

bers of the Church, the Body of Christ.  Living with Christ and in the commun-
ion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.ò  Freed 

from death.  Born and reborn.  Growing in faith, love, and obedience.  

Sounds like spring to me! 

During the month of March the days will be getting longer, the sun will shine 
brighter, and warmth will begin to overcome the cold.  In the months to 

come, new shoots will come up out of the ground, miracles of new life once 

more.  What was a dead, cold earth will become fertile soil for flowers and 
plants once again, a new Resurrection. 

In the Church during this time we will observe the season of Lent by reflect-

ing on what has been barren and cold in our lives.  Times when we have ne-

glected our faith in God and love for neighbor.   We will hear Godôs call in 
scripture to wake up from our sleep and follow our Savior.  The prophets will 

remind us to ñreturn to the Lord your God, for God is gracious and merciful, 
abounding in steadfast love.ò  We will hear the stories of awakening faith in 

Godôs people, not only in the Bible but throughout the centuries, and in to-
dayôs world among us.  During Lent we will have opportunities to ñgo deeperò 
into the wells of faith so that we can grow as followers of Christ.  In worship, 

Bible study and prayer, we are invited during this season to dig into the rich 
earth of Godôs Word that sustains and nourishes us in life. 

By the end of this month and season we will be ready to enter Holy Week, 

refreshed and renewed by the disciplines of faith.  This will prepare us for an 

even deeper celebration of our Lordôs resurrection on Easter, when God 
raised Jesus from the grave of death to new life, a promise given to each of 

us as well.  So I invite you to join me in exploring the richness of the Lenten 
season, in worship, scripture, and prayer, so that we can celebrate with even 

greater joy the new life that God gives us through faith. 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Jim Erlandson 



Recurring Weekly Events  

Sun. 9:00 am Adult Forum 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Coffee Fellowship / 

  Sunday School 

 12:00 pm  Universal Life Church of God 

 12:00 pm Seek Ye Evangelical Church 

  2:00 pm - Word of Faith Church 

Mon. 7:00 pm Handbells 

Wed. 6:30 pm Courage to Change N.A. 

 7:35 pm Senior Choir (7:00 on 3/31) 

Thur. 6:00 am Prayer & Meditation A.A. 

 7:00 pm Word of Faith Bible Study 

Fri. 8:00 pm Words into Action N.A. 

Other Events  

March 2 7:00 PM Vestry 

March 9 6:30 PM Elders 

March 6 7:00 PM Uptown A.A. 

March 11 7:00 PM ISAIAH Core Team mtg. 

March 13 1:00 PM A.A. Event 

March 20 9:00 AM Fare For All 

March 21 3:00 PM Compline Concert; Songs of 

Spring 

March 27 4:00 PM Seek Ye Evan. Church event 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 

 6:00 PM Soup Supper 

 7:00 PM Evening Prayer 

March 29, 30, 31 Pictorial Directory Photos Taken 

  2:30ñ9:00 PM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

March 2010 

March Adult Forums 

All Forums are held at 9:00 am unless otherwise noted. 

Feb 28ï March 28 ~  ñHallmarks of Being a Christianò ~ A five week series presented 

by Pastor Art Gaard and is a sequel to the series he presented last spring on 

ñHallmarks of the Churchò 



Music Notes 

Easter Orchestra ~ Itôs time to think ahead to the Easter Orchestra. If you 

have played in past years, I will be contacting you to see if you are willing to 
play again. If you have not previously played but would like to do so, please 

contact me right away so I can prepare parts for you. I hope to have all parts 
distributed by March 14. Rehearsals will be Sunday, March 28 at 11:30 in the 

Choir Room and Friday, April 2 at 1:00 pm in the Choir Transept upstairs. 

Warm up Easter morning will be at 8:55 in the Choir Transept upstairs. Players 
of all abilities are welcome we have parts available for all levels. 

Senior Choir ~ Rehearsal time during Lent will be at 7:35 immediately follow-

ing Wednesday evening prayer. However on March 31, we will meet at 7:00. 

We welcome extra singers. If you are not a regular singer but would like to 
sing with us for Palm Sunday, Holy Week or Easter Sunday, please allow your-

self at least two weeks of rehearsals to learn the music. You may also take 
music home ahead of time to work on it on your own. Holy Weekand Easter 

music is always beautiful and adds greatly to our worship experience. We hope 
that many of you will join us at this special time. 

Compline Committee ~ will meet Sunday, March 14 at 11:30 am. 

 

In Christ, 

Kay 

WOMENôS GUILD 

The Womenôs Guild will meet 

Thursday, March 4 at 11:00 am. 
Hostesses will be Dottie Heu-

mann & Dorothy Gaard. Bring a 

sandwich, coffee will be served. 

EASTER GARDEN 

The cost this year is $17 per 

plant.  Order forms available 
in the under-

croft or the 

back of the 
sanctuary. 

The deadline 
for ordering is 

Sunday, 

March 21. 

LENTEN WORSHIP AT REDEEMER 

 

Sundays in Lent 

March 7, 14, 21, 28 

Holy Eucharist at 10 am 

Prayers for Healing at 11:15 am 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 

Soup Supper at 6 pm 



CONFIRMATION 

Redeemerôs confirmation class will study Lutherôs Small Catechism during Lent 

by attending Wednesday Evening Prayer services and serving as candle bear-
ers.  They otherwise will not meet during the month of March (except for VIBE 

Confirmation on Sunday, March 14, from 4-7 pm.) 

Opportunities for Knowledge and 
Inspiration  

40 days of Reconciliation-- Faith Sharing 
Groups continuing on Sunday evenings in 

March at MLK Center.  The focus is a call to racial equity and justice at various 

points throughout the year beginning with Lent Please see Pastor Erlandson for 
more information. 

Building Just Communities   It is an hour of inspiration and information about 

congregations acting together through ISAIAH to transform themselves and the 

world around them.  Interested in finding out about ISAIAH?  Attend on a 
Wednesday from 7:30 -8:30 am., or check the bulletin for a time this program 

will come to Redeemer. 

March 20 ïStrategic Leadership Convening ïwill focus on grounding leaders in 

reports from the Kirwan Institute on structural radicalization in transportation, 
jobs, educations, housing.  These reports will provide the foundation for our 

blueprint for Minnesota future.  Check the bulletin for times and location. 

St. Paul Caucus News  

During the last 3-4 years we have been working with Pastor Frederick Newell of 

True Spirit Ministries  on Section 3 of the federal HUD laws concerning require-
ments for low-income hiring and contracting if HUD money is used in a City 

project. The City of St. Paul has been put on notice by HUD, after Newell filed a 

federal complaint in 2008.  ISAIAH  has been working with Pastor Newell since 
last fall and are meeting with the City.   Also, Pastor Erlandson is part of a St. 

Paul Pastorôs Collaborative, a partnership of pastors from ISAIAH and the Black 
Ministerial Alliance. A letter is be drafted by this group to address in detail the 

issue and solutions for getting the City into HUD compliance.  Please keep this 

group in your prayers for a justice resolution of this issue. 

Important Dates 

April 18 ï ISAIAH Coffee & Information 

April 18- Immigration Forum at LCR after Sunday Service 

June 1 ïBuilding Justice Communities Breakfast 

Any time you have a question or comment please donôt hesitate to contact a 
CORE team member  They are Bonnie Hughes, Rhynda Landt, Lyle & Myrna 

Nelson, Irene Markley and Pastor James Erlandson 

In Christ  Irene 



EXTREME MAKEOVER UPDATE 

As many of you know, our Extreme Makeover Undercroft Floor tile replace-

ment project has proceeded wonderfully, and is close to completion.  The new 
tile floor gives the undercroft a great new look!  We have exceeded our fund-

raising goal of $12,000 by raising over $14,000, which we have needed be-

cause we expanded the project to include new floor tiles for the elevator 
lounge, nursery and youth room.  This has added to the cost, so 

we still need to raise about $1500.  If members and friends of 
Redeemer are able to give an extra gift to Redeemer for ñExtreme 

Makeoverò we can finish the project. 

In the near future, we hope to purchase 

some area rugs and perhaps some new furni-
ture that will help make our space more hos-

pitable for small groups.  We also would like 

to make some improvements in the kitchen. 

UNDERCROFT ARTWORK 

We have some decisions to make about how much and what kind of artwork 

to obtain in order to decorate the undercroft and adjoining rooms.  Whatever 
we put on the walls ñsays somethingò to the members, visitors and guests 

who enter this space.  Open discussions are being held on Sunday, Febru-

ary 28 and March 7 at 11:30 am after worship during the coffee hour to 
receive ideas for artwork and decoration.  We want to hear everyoneôs ideas, 

then a smaller task force will be convened to make some decisions based on 
the priorities we have expressed as a congregation. 

CHURCH 

EXTREME MAKEOVER FUNDRAISERS 

In the coming year it would help us move faster with our ñExtreme Makeoverò 

building projects if we have some fundraisers.  We could invite friends from 
the community to help us.  If you have ideas for a fundraiser that you would 

like to see happen this spring, summer, or fall, please tell Pastor Jim or speak 

with a Vestry member. 

One fundraiser which has been very effective over the years 
has been the annual  Rummage Sale, sponsored by our 

Womenôs Guild.  This same group of women (spouses and 

friends) has raised many thousands of dollars to help with 
church projects.  They are no longer able to sponsor and 

staff this large undertaking.  If someone would like to come 
forward to chair this fundraiser, or has another idea to re-

place it, please let us know! 



SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

Redeemer members donated over $106 for Hallie Q. Brown Foodshelf on Sou-

per Bowl Sunday, February 7.  Over ten years we have raised over $1200 
through Souper Bowl donations.  Thanks for caring! 

 

WELCOME TO THE VESTRY 

C. Lee Clarke has agreed to serve on the Vestry, beginning with the March 2nd 

meeting.    Lee lives in St. Paul not far from Redeemer, is a professor of busi-
ness at Augsburg College, and sings in the choir.  Thank you, Lee, for your will-

ingness to serve! 

Ruth Belmonte 

Todd-Allen Hamilton 

Rosie Gordon Spencer, grandson Isaiah 

Jonathan & Susan Vaughan-Fier, sons Owen & Bennett 

Welcome to the Redeemer Family! 

Members and friends of Redeemer are invited to join our friends and 

neighbors from other Summit-University congregations for a series of spiri-
tual reflections and relationship building across denominations.  Starting 

Sunday, February 28 at 7 pm, we will gather at the Martin Luther 
King Center, 270 North Kent St., for multi-racial, ecumenical conversa-

tions with our brothers and sisters from Morningstar Baptist, Unity Baptist, 

St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran, Dayton Avenue and House of Hope Presby-
terian, and Unity Unitarian.  Other dates will be Sundays, March 14, 28, 

April 11 and 25. 

40 DAYS TOWARD 

Compline and Concerts presents: 

Songs of Spring and Other Things 

Sunday, March 21 ~ 3:00 PM 

A potpourri of vocal and instrumental pieces by 

Friends of Redeemer 



We need YOU 

to make our new family album complete! 

Redeemer has chosen Lifetouch to help us connect our 
members and tell our story. 

Each family will receive a 

complimentary 8x10 portrait and a directory 
for participating. 

Convenient! 
Lifetouch sets up their photography studio at Redeemer 

During your 1 hour session, you will: 

¶ Check-in 

¶ Be professionally photographed: NO sitting fees! 

¶ Immediately view your photographs 

¶ Have an opportunity to purchase additional photographs 

Lifetouch has assured us that there will be NO PRESSURE to order additional 
portraits! 

When was the last time you or your family had a professional por-
trait taken? Your portraits are sure to become treasured family keepsakes. 

 

We canôt wait to see you in our new family album! 

Photography Dates: 
 

Monday - Wednesday, March 29 - 31 

Photo Hours:  2:30 - 9:00 PM 



YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PERSONALLY! 

Lifetouch encourages you to bring something 

that says who you are to your portrait ses-
sion.  Perhaps a haté piné scarfé musical 

instrumenté Bibleé sports gear... whatever it 

is thatôs important to you! 

Lifetouch also does generational photography.  
Itôs a great opportunity to get the whole fam-

ily together for one big portrait!  Capture the 

memories for a lifetime! 

We Need Photos!! 

If you have photos of any 

church activities/events 
from the last few years - 

please drop them off at 

the office. We may use 
them for the activity pages 

at the beginning of our 
new directory.  

Remember - we canôt 
promise to return them, so 

be sure to keep a copy! 

               Questions? 

   Contact the church office or 

call Rhynda @  651-731-1163 

IT WONôT BE THE 

SAME WITHOUT YOU! 

We want to make this a 
complete representation 

of our church familyð

PLEASE be a part of it! 

HOW DO I SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT? 

You can sign up 2 ways: 

                     1) Sign Up Online!! There is a scheduling link on 

our church website:  www.redeemerstpaul.org   

**Please note that if you sign up online, you will receive a confirma-
tion email with a $10 coupon towards the purchase of any photos as 
well as a reminder email just before your appointment date! 

                    2) Sign Up at Church after Worship       

Seniors (60+) 

receive a 20% discount 

on purchases! 

FEED THE NEED!! 

For every sitting that they photograph, Life-

touch will donate the value of 8 meals to our 
local food shelf! 

During our photography dates, if you bring in a 
non perishable item for the food shelf, you will 

receive a coupon for $5 off any portrait pur-
chase! What an easy way to help our commu-

nity!!! 

Donôt ForgetéTo Bring 
Your Pet! 

Do you have a special little 
furry friend at home?  We 

want to encour-

age you to bring 
him/her with you 

for your portrait 
session! 

http://www.redeemerstpaul.org/


 ñBlessed are you poor,  

for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Blessed are you that hunger now,  

for you shall be satisfied. 

Blessed are you that weep now,  

for you shall laugh.ò  

Luke 6: 20-21 

During the month of March, Redeemer is joining people from across the 

state to help alleviate hunger. Minnesota FoodShareôs March Campaign is the 
largest food drive in the state, and congregations like ours are the heart of 

the campaign.  

Last year the campaign raised a record 9.1 million pounds and dollars for 

Minnesotaôs food shelves.  

This year our congregation will be collecting both food and cash contribu-
tions throughout the month of March for our local food shelf. 

 
Please make checks payable to Second Harvest Food Bank.  

If you choose to bring in non -perishable food items, paper products, or per-
sonal hygiene items, you may leave them in the designated spot in the back 

of the sanctuary. 

Thank you! 

Minnesota FoodShare is an interfaith collaboration, co-sponsored by:  

¶ Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 

¶ Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas 

¶ Minnesota Catholic Conference 

¶ Minnesota Council of Churches 

¶ Minnesota Rabbinical Council 

¶ St. Paul Area Council of Churches 

2010 Action Day to End Violence Against Women 

Wednesday, March 3, 12-1 pm, rally at the Capitol rotunda. This is a 

collective effort by 6 statewide coalitions to raise awareness about the 
prevalence and devastating impact of violence against women in MN. 

Saturday, March 6, 9-11 am, ISAIAH Ending Domestic Violence Task-
force meeting at Redeemer.  Questions? Contact Mary Lou Knipe @ 

651-644-5493. 



March Altar Servers 

If you are unable to serve, please contact an elder or the church office no later than  the 
Tuesday of the week you are signed up to serve so that a replacement can be found. 

Elder of the Month: Gerald Carlson 

Mar 7 

Deacon ~ Arline Satrom 

Subdeacon ~ Tyler Davis 

Reader ~ Lorance Wills 

Acolyte ~ Laura Michael 

 

Mar 14 

Deacon ~ Joel Michael 

Subdeacon ~ Alexis Thompson 

Reader ~ Lyle Nelson 

Acolyte ~ Kymarra Hughes 

 

Mar 21 

Deacon ~ De Anne Hilgers 

Subdeacon ~ Tammy Cownie 

Reader ~ Sandy Wills 

Acolyte ~ Nathan Parsons 

 

Mar 28 

Deacon ~ Michelle Geschwill 

Subdeacon ~ Rachel Geschwill 

Reader ~ Jon Olson 

Thurifer ~ Nathan Parsons 

Crucifer ~ Brett Johnson 

Acolyte ~ Grace Lehman 

Torchbearers ~ Amy Erlandson 

  Anne Lehman 

Bannerbearers ~ Pam & Rachel 
Geschwill 

April 1 ~ Maundy Thursday 

12 pm 

Deacon ~ Charlene Dickerson 

Subdeacon ~ Arline Satrom 

Acolyte ~ Laura Michael 

7 pm 

Deacon ~ Tammy Cownie 

Subdeacon ~ Tyler Davis 

Acolyte ~ Ali Michael 

 

April 2 ~ Good Friday 

12 pm 

Acolyte ~ Grace Lehman 

Reader~ Jeff Parsons 

7 pm 

Acolyte ~ Laura Michael 

Reader ~ Paul Toftness 

 

April 3 ~ Easter Vigil 

7 pm 

Deacon ~ Joel Michael 

Subdeacon ~ Bob Paddock 

Readers ~ Sybil & Lance Harris 

 

April 4 ~ Easter 

Deacon ~ Charlene Dickerson 

Subdeacon ~ Michelle Geschwill 

Reader ~ Ray Hayes 

Thurifer ~ Philip Wills 

Crucifer ~ Ray Hayes 

Acolyte ~ Phoenix Plaskett 

Torchbearers ~ David & Lisa Erlandson 

Bannerbearers ~ Obang Agwa,       
Krissy Failinger, Corey & Danielle Wills 
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