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A Letter From Pastor Erlandson  

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 New Yearôs Day falls on a Sunday this year, which makes 2012 a unique year 
already ï the first day of the year falls on the first day of the week!  And thatôs not all 
thatôs different! This is the year of Mark (we read from Markôs gospel at Sunday wor-
ship in 2012).  Mark was the first  (earliest) gospel written, some 40 years after Jesusô 
resurrection. 
 Being a Church that follows the Revised Common Lectionary for Sunday 
scripture readings, and that follows the liturgical calendar of seasons (as well as the 
secular calendar), leads us to an interesting progression of themes throughout the 
year.  We begin, as Mark does, not with the story of the Three Kings visiting Jesus 

(the theme of the Feast of the Epiphany), but with the story of Jesusô baptism by John 
(on January 8th) ï as this is where Markôs gospel begins.  For Mark is not concerned 
with the stories of Jesusô birth or infancy narratives (no Christmas story here), but 
begins his gospel with Jesusô baptism and the start of his ministry in Galilee.   
 The rest of the Time after Epiphany (January and February on our calendars) 
will consist of these stories from the first two chapters in Mark: Jesus calls the first 
disciples, Jesus heals a man with an unclean spirit, Jesus heals many and preaches in 
Galilee, and Jesus cleanses a leper.  Then we take a break from Markôs gospel during 
the Lent and Easter seasons, to read from Johnôs gospel.   We resume reading stories 
from Markôs gospel during the season after Pentecost, in June. 
 There is one break from Mark during the Epiphany season.  That is on Janu-
ary 15, when we read from Johnôs gospel the story of the calling of Nathanael as a 
disciple.  This will be the gospel for our commemoration of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., an annual celebration of a modern-day disciple of Jesus, a preacher who 
reminds us of our Christian calling to be witnesses for Christ by working for justice in 
our world today.  
 The other theme that comes with Epiphany is that of the gospel (the light) of 

Christ going out to the nations of the world.  It started with the kings who came to 
visit Jesus after his birth bearing gifts, who then returned to their own country.  The 
good news of Jesus spread to many nations following Jesusô resurrection, as churches 
were founded by Jesusô disciples.  So throughout January and February we recognize 
the global impact of Christianity, and how our worship and witness today is greatly 
influenced by the music and culture of many nations.  
 So we celebrate the Word of God that is preached and sung in many lan-
guages, by singing hymns and songs from many lands in our worship this season.  
This is the reason you will hear hymns from Africa, Asia, South and Central America, 
as well as from Europe during Epiphany.  In this way the light of the good news of 
Jesus Christ is magnified during these dark months of winter in Minnesota! 
 
The peace of Christ be with you! 
Pastor Jim Erlandson 
 
Please join us for an Epiphany Event with Lessons and Carols, presented by AGORA 
Ministry at Redeemer, on January 8th at 3:00 pm.  



Recurring Weekly Events 

Sun. 9:00 am ~ Adult Forum  

 10:00 am ~ Worship  

 11:15 am ~ Coffee Fellowship 

 12:00 pm ~ Universal Life Church of God 

  2:00 pm ~ Word of Faith Church  

Wed. 7:00 pm ~ Holden Evening Prayer 

 7:20 pm ~ Senior Choir  

 8:00 pm ~ Courage to Change N.A. 

Thur. 6:00 am ~ Prayer & Meditation A.A.  

 7:00 pm ~ Word of Faith Bible Study  

Fri. 8:00 pm ~ Words into Action N.A.  

Other Events  

3rd - 17th 9:00 am ~ Luther Seminary Cross Cultural Class (lead by Pastor Jim) 
5th  11:00 am ~ Womenôs Guild Meeting 
7th  Box Christmas Decorations 
8th  9:00 am ~ Senior Choir  
8th  3:00 pm ~ Agora Epiphany Celebration 
24th  6:00 pm ~ NAMI  
29th  11:30 am Annual Meeting 

January Calendar  

The Agora  Epiphany Celebration begins at 3:00 p.m. on January 8th with nativity 
sets and other traditional Christmas decorations from various cultures on display. 
Activities for children and youth will be available at this time and music from different 
cultures will be provided.  

An Epiphany Service of Lessons and Carols is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. Lessons will be read and prayers offered in a variety of languages. Choirs and 
ensembles from a number of cultures will offer music, in addition to congregational 
singing of hymns.  

A buffet supper featuring ethnic foods will take place in Redeemerôs Fellowship Hall 
following the service of worship.  



Holden Evening Prayer  

Come join us on Wednesday, Jan. 4 at 7:00 pm for a Tenth Night 
Celebration. We will bid farewell to the Christmas season and begin 
the season of Epiphany with Holden Evening Prayer, carols, and 
fellowship. Refreshments will be served in the undercroft after-
wards. Following worship everyone is invited to join us for a presen-
tation by Gretchen Vanderlinden Wang entitled ñWalking the Talk: 
Beginning my Journey in Church based Community organizationò. 

ANNUAL MEETING  

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is set for Sunday, January 29 at 11:30 am  
in the church undercroft, immediately following the worship service.  We will receive  
copies of the church annual report, approve the church budget for 2012, and elect Ves-
try representatives.  We have two Vestry positions to fill in 2012, including, secretary 
and one at large position. Any confirmed member of Redeemer is eligible to serve. If you 
would be willing to serve on the Vestry this year, please contact Ray Hayes (President), 
Bob Paddock (Vice President), Pastor Erlandson or any other Vestry member. 

WELCOME SEMINARY STUDENTS!  

Once again we welcome students from Luther Seminary who are studying church based 
community organizing in an urban context from January 3 to 17.  Pastor Erlandson is the 
instructor, leading this January interim class in the fundamentals of organizing and ur-
ban ministry, which includes visits with pastors and leaders of other churches in ISAIAH. 
The theme of the course ñIs THIS the Work of the Church?ò You may be seeing these 
students in worship at Redeemer in January.  Please extend to them a warm welcome! 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  

We have so far received 51 pledges totaling $159,278.00 for 2012. Thank you all for 
your generous commitment to stewardship at Redeemer! 

EVENING PRAYER DURING EPIPHANY  
Evening Prayer has become a favorite time for worship at Redeemer, so we would like 
to continue offering this service on Wednesday evenings throughout the season of 
Epiphany (during January and February).  This will be a shortened service of Holden 
Evening Prayer  (WITHOUT a sermon) so that the choir can begin their rehearsal at 
7:20 pm.  We want to invite friends and neighbors from the greater St. Paul community 
to join us for evening prayer, and for refreshments and discussion afterwards in the 
undercroft (ñTable Talkò).  This will be a time for hospitality and conversation, including 
the hearing of inspiring stories of ministry.  Our first presenter will be Gretchen Vander-
linden-Wang, who will share how she has begun her journey in church based commu-
nity organizing, on January 4th.  Come each Wednesday at 7 pm, and please invite a 
friend for Evening Prayer, refreshments, and Table Talk conversation.  



LENTEN SEASON PREVIEW  
During the Season of Lent this year (February 22 through March 31) we are trying 
something new and different!  As part of our Lenten journey we would like to 
transform our church undercroft into a display of Lenten art, created by members 
and friends of Redeemer.  Diane Jacobson (Redeemer member and Old Testa-
ment scholar) has written a new book Book of Faith Lenten Journey, a series of 
reflections and devotions for the 40 days of Lent, with daily themes from scrip-
ture.  This book will be made available for purchase, for members to use at home 
and in study.  We would like to invite individuals also to create artwork 
(photographs, drawings, poetry, or any other medium) to illustrate the themes for 
each of the 40 days of Lent.  Paul Jacobson will coordinate this Lenten art project.  
Watch for more information this month.  



Adult Forum Schedule  

Jan. 8th ~ ñThe Making of the King James Bibleò (DVD) 

 The year 2011 marks the 400th anniversary of the creation of King James Bible, 
arguably the best piece of English Literature ever produced. King James had an uncanny 
love of beautiful things including language to stir the soul. Although several English trans-
lations were in use across the Kingdom, the Puritan leader John Rainolds took this oppor-
tunity to suggest that a new more accurate translation was needed for the people. With 
the new Kingôs blessing, a committee of 47 professors took on the daunting task of creat-
ing a translation that accurate, and beautiful enough for the King.  

Jan. 15th, 22nd, 29th ~  ñMiraclesò presented by Pastor Art Gaard 

 Most of us are familiar with the many miracles described in the Bible. How are 
these miracles related to our lives today? Does God still perform miracles today? 

Classes begin at 9:00 am. The next adult forum planning meeting will be held January 
24th at 10:00 am. You are invited to attend. For more information contact Joan Foreman 
at (651) 699 -0266. 

Womenôs Guild 

The Womenôs Guild will meet at 11:00 am Thursday January 5th with Mary Lou Knipe and 
Elizabeth Currie serving as hostesses. Bring a sandwich - coffee and dessert will be pro-
vided. Plan to attend as this is the planning session for the 2012 year.  

MLK Community Breakfast  

Building Peace and Unity Within the Global 
Community  

Plan now to start your celebration of the upcoming Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday by attending an uplifting community 

breakfast. The celebration for the Summit -Universoty Com-
munity will be held from 7:00 am to 9:30 pm on Monday, 
January 16th at Mount Olivet Bapitist Church: 451 Central 
Ave. St.Paul, MN 
Enjoy hot breakfast and watch a big screen broadcast of the 
program ñBuilding Peace and Unity Within the Global Com-
munityò, the 2012 theme. The keynote speaker will be 
Naomi Tutu, a human rights advocate and daughter of South 
African archbishop Desmond Tutu. Musical guests include 
The Steeles and Walker West Music Academy. 
 

Everyone is invited to come. Space is limited so reservations/tickets are required. 
Tickets are a suggested donation of $5 per person, children under 12 are free, 
and will be available between December 15th, 2011 and January 11th, 2012 
ONLY. Details are available at www.spaac.org/MLK  or by calling (651) 789 -3852 

http://www.spacc.org/www.mlkbreakfast.org


Santa Lucia 

Holiday Sanctuary Decorations 


