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A Letter From Pastor Erlandson  

ñYou will be called repairers of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.ò  Isaiah 58:12 

 

Dear friends, 

For two weeks in January, Redeemer hosted nine students from Luther Seminary for 
an interim class called Building Up the Body of Christ: Church Based Community Orga-
nizing in St. Paul.   I led this experience for the students in exploring the disciplines 
and methodology of community organizing, as one more ñtoolò in their ñtoolboxò for 
ministry.  We spent two weeks practicing one -on-one visits for relationship building, 
how to be a public leader, visiting other churches in ISAIAH doing community minis-
try, observing meetings between pastors and the Mayor of St. Paul, touring the Sum-
mit-University community, visiting legislators at the State Capitol, and reflection on 
urban parish ministry.  A common theme was raised in our times of reflection, around 
the question ñWhat is the work of the Church?ò  Is witness in the public arena also the 
churchôs ministry, and a place for pastors and congregation leaders? 

I shared with the students some of the things that I have learned during my time here 
at Redeemer (now over 15 years!).  I have discovered that ministry within the congre-
gation and outside the churchôs walls are both equally important!  For Christ has called 
us not only to minister among one another, but also with the world ñoutsideò, where 
we all spend most of our days.  But itôs never an ñeither-orò proposition. 

Our ministry within the congregation is central to who we are, and critical to the life of 
the church.  Here we worship God, we hear Godôs Word and what it means for our 
lives.  Here we gather for lifeôs celebrations and to grieve together, as a community of 
faith.  But God calls us also to welcome our neighbor, practice hospitality to strangers, 
and to go out into the world to hear and understand our neighborsô hopes, concerns, 
dreams and struggles.  To address peopleôs needs for spiritual growth, for worship, 

and for the basic things in life (home, shelter, work, food and health) requires the 
work of the Church to be present both within the sanctuary and in the places of power 
(like city hall and state capitols).  For Jesus was in the synagogue and the Temple, but 
he also spent most of his time in peoplesô homes, in the towns and villages, on the 
lakeshore, and on the road to Jerusalem, bringing Godôs voice to all kinds of people.  
Jesus brought good news to the poor, comfort to the suffering, hope to the lost and 
lonely, while he also spoke truth to those in power and challenged the authorities to 
care for people. 

Jesus calls us in baptism to follow him as disciples.  This call leads us both within our-
selves, within the church, and out into the world to meet our neighbor.  The season of 
Lent is a time of year when we spend more time than usual within the churchôs walls, 
reflecting in worship on our lives of faith.  But remember that the purpose of this sea-
son is not just for our own spiritual growth, but also to re -energize us for our ministry 
outside the church building, with people in the world around us.  God calls you and 
me to go deep within ourselves so that we can go out with a strengthened faith as 
witnesses of good news. 

God bless you on your journey this Lenten Season. 

 

Pastor Jim Erlandson 



Recurring Weekly Events  

Sun. 9:00 am Adult Forum 

 10:00 am Worship 

 11:15 am Coffee Fellowship / 

  Sunday School 

 12:00 pm  Universal Life Church of God 

 12:00 pm Seek Ye Evangelical Church 

  2:00 pm - Word of Faith Church 

Mon. 7:00 pm Handbells 

Wed. 6:00 pm Womenôs A.A. 

 6:30 pm Courage to Change N.A. 

 7:00 pm Senior Choir 

Thur. 6:00 am Prayer & Meditation A.A. 

 7:00 pm Word of Faith Bible Study 

Fri. 8:00 pm Words into Action N.A. 

Other Events  

Feb 6 7:00 pm Uptown A.A. 

Feb 14 10:00 am Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Feb 17 10:00  am Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist 

 7:00  pm Ash Wednesday Holy Eucharist 

Feb 20 5:00 pm Word of Faith Church event 

Feb 21 9:00 am Sr. Choir rehearsal 

 3:00 pm Compline Concert 

Feb 23 7:15 pm Worship and Fine Arts committee 

Feb 24 6:00 pm Soup Supper 

 7:00 pm Evening Prayer 

Feb 28 11:30 am Compline Committee 
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Music Notes  

Senior Choir will rehearse Feb. 3 and 7 at 7:00 pm. On Ash 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, we will warm up at 6:40 to sing for the 7:00 service. 
There will be no rehearsal following the service, instead we will meet at 9:00 

am on Sun., Feb. 21. On Wednesdays during Lent we will rehearse immedi-
ately following Evening Prayer, about 7:35 pm.  

Handbell Choir please check with Rachel for rehearsal and performance 
schedule. 

Compline Committee will meet Sunday, Feb. 28 at 11:30 am.  

In Christ, 

Kay 

WOMENôS GUILD 

The Womenôs Guild will meet Thursday, February 4 at 

11:00 am for their annual Valentineôs party. Hostesses 
for the event are Bette Steglich, Delphine Voelker, and 

Jean Tretsven. Plan to attend, lunch will be provided.  

February Adult Forums  

All Forums are held at 9:00 am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Feb 7 ñLiving in Abundanceï Perspectives from Classic Texts in Scriptureò 

Feb 14 ñLiving in Abundanceï Jesus, Money and Faithò 

Feb 21 ñLiving in Abundanceï Faith Working Through Loveò 

The above series will be presented by Pastor Jim Erlandson. It was devel-

oped by Arlen Hultgren, Luther Semminary Professor of New Testament. 

Feb 28 ñHallmarks of Being a Christianò 

This is the first of a five week series presented by Pastor Art Gaard and is a 

sequel to the series he presented last spring on ñHallmarks of the Churchò 



Easter Garden ~ Believe it or not, itôs time to start thinking about who 
you would like to remember or honor in this yearôs Easter Garden. The 
cost this year is $17 per plant.  Order forms will be available at church 
beginning mid February. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 21. 

CONFIRMATION  

Redeemerôs confirmation class will meet on Wednesday, February 3 to com-

plete our unit on the Sacraments (Baptism and Holy Communion).  During the 
months of February, March, and April, our confirmation students are assisting 

the Elders in preparing the altar on Sunday mornings for worship.  We ask 

each of our five students to assist the Elders on three different Sundays, com-
ing to the church at 9:30 am to meet in the sacristy.  This gives our young 

people a ñhands onò experience with the work of the Church.  We also expect 
our confirmation students to be present at all evening Ash Wednesday and 
Lenten worship services, as part of our study of Lutherôs Small Catechism. 

VIBE Confirmation ~ Sunday, Feb 14, 4-7pm at St. Paul Reformation. 

PASSAGES 

We remember in our prayers the family of Ruth Hayes who 

died peacefully in the Lord on January 20 at the age of 90.  

ISAIAH Core Team  

LC Redeemer Core Team is a part of the St. Paul Caucus of ISAIAH.  We are happy 

to report that because of ISAIAHôs collaboration with other community organiza-
tions several significant issues have obtained victories.  These victories affect the 

vitality of our surrounding community.  Just this week, Mayor Chris Coleman an-
nounced that there will be three stops of the Central Corridor at Hamline, Victoria 

and Western Avenues.  Original plans would have left these areas without stops 

for the Central Corridor, greatly affecting those without cars for transportation.  
The coalition has worked on this issue for many months and we are very pleased 

with this recent announcement.  

Another issue currently under negotiation with the City of St. Paul is regarding Sec-
tion 3- Low-Income Hiring Law and provisions, of HUD.  HUD funds from the fed-

eral government are intended to develop low -income neighborhoods with people 

from these communities getting the employment. The city has been in violation of 
Section 3 of HUD and not ensuring low-income residents or businesses receive the 

benefit. The St. Paul Caucus of ISAIAH is working with a Ministerôs Collaborative 
for Racial and Economic Justice to correct these inequities.  We believe that our 

congregation is only as strong as our community is strong.  The Core Team appre-
ciates the support of the congregation as we work for justice in our community.  



FOCUS ON HISTORY  

120 Years of Ministry  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer was founded in 1890 as the first German 
Lutheran congregation in Minnesota to worship wholly in English. It was 

located downtown in what is now known as Lowertown.  

The present building, erected in 1911, is a neo-gothic design by Augustus 

Gauger. The exterior is faced with ñSt. Paul stoneò from a West Side quarry.  
Subsequent additions include trancepts and chancel, to complete a cruci-

form plan, and a multi -purpose Learning Center. 

The stainedðglass windows were designed and constructed by the Gaytee 

Glass Company of Minneapolis. These beautiful scenes of Christian stories 
and symbols have been a blessing to many throughout the years. 


